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At the last Management Committee meeting, part of our discussion that evening was
the inability to hold Street Pastor Sundays in many of our local churches due to
COVID-19. These are Sundays when we have an opportunity to talk about Street
Pastors, what we do, and to share stories of what we experience on the streets. We
are passionate about what we do and long to share our stories. You may have seen
our latest video, presented by Dave Coombs and Nigel Watt, and now you have a
photo of something that happened during one patrol some time ago.
This shows a completely different way of looking after the Streets of Wantage and
Grove. I do not know what a hoover was doing outside Barclay’s bank in the middle
of the night, but I could not resist doing a bit of vacuuming. We do sometimes clean
the streets, by clearing broken glass, removing anything that could be used as a
potential weapon and other ‘debris’, and that is part of our work, but as this picture
shows, we can have fun out there and enjoy shared laughter.

Hilary Moore, Trustee
and Street Pastor

We are back patrolling, albeit in a new way, but our mission remains the same, to
care, to listen and to help. We may not have lollies because of the social distancing,
but we are grateful to be back on the streets, taking the love of God and entering into
people’s fears, anxiety and yes, laughter too.

Back where we belong!
We are back where we belong - on the streets, at last. Patrols resumed at the beginning of September in a new
‘socially distant’ format - which is going to take some getting used to! Thank you to everyone who has helped
us get back on the streets - not least of all to our Street Pastors and Prayer Support Volunteers.
For now, our Prayer Support Volunteers are ‘working from home’ in accordance with the Government guidance
to do so wherever possible. However, we hope to have them back at the base as soon as we can.
So much has changed in such a short space of time. Wantage no longer has Shush! the entertainment venue,
which is a huge loss to the night-time economy. And, as a result of Government restrictions on pubs and
restaurants, our patrols are all finishing around 10.30 pm, so we’re all getting an early night!
All this has meant that our streets are much quieter at night. Having said that, we have received a warm
welcome from venue staff and members of the public who are pleased to see us back on the streets. Although
quieter, there are plenty of people about who appreciate a listening ear in these difficult times.
Dave Coombs (outgoing Chair) and our Coordinator, Nigel Watt made a 3-minute video to update the churches
on where we are with patrols. If you have not seen it yet, you can view it on our YouTube channel or on this link:
bit.ly/WGSP-Sept2020

What to give this Christmas
Rather than clutter up your loved
ones’ lives with things you think they
want, give them a Gift Donation to
Wantage & Grove Street Pastors!
Gift Donations are available in £5,
£10 and £20. You’ll get a Gift
Donation Certificate so they still have
something to open on the big day!
We will happily put one in the post if
you wish.
Contact us for more information or
speak to your Church Rep.

Happy Christmas!

AGM
It’s hard to believe that one year ago we’d just celebrated our 10th anniversary, closely followed by our AGM.
We could never have imagined how different it would be this year. With thanks to Andy Bruce and Andy White
from Wantage Community Church we were able to host the meeting on Zoom.
It was a busy AGM with the usual business of agreeing our annual report and electing trustees. In addition, it
was agreed to set up a category of ‘Friend’ as well as member, so that members who move away can still keep
in touch with our work. Agreement was also given to go ahead with changing our charitable status to become a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This means we can carry out the business of WGSP more
effectively and provides more protection to trustees governing the organisation.
Lastly, we thanked two busy people, Dave Coombs, our Chair and Helen Carter, our Deputy Chair, who didn’t
stand for re-election this year. We will miss them and if you would like to know more about serving in these or
other roles, we’d be delighted to have a chat.

Street Pastor Training Online
Ascension Trust, the organisation that oversees Street Pastors, has developed an online training platform that
will allow much of the Street Pastor training programme to be delivered online. This will greatly reduce the burden
of attending training sessions and should reduce the amount of time needed to complete the course.
Training sessions will continue to be ‘live’ so trainees will still need to be available on specific
dates. Roles & Responsibilities training will continue to be run in groups as it is still the best
format to explore many of the scenarios that Street Pastors may face while on patrol.
The training course is quite broad covering topics like Drugs & Alcohol, Listening Skills, Youth
Culture, Mental Health, Good News, Police and more.
If you are thinking about training as a Street Pastor, there really is no better time to get involved.
Do contact us for more information or pick up a ‘So, What’s involved in being a Street Pastor’
leaflet from your Church Rep.

Thank you and Farewell
We say thank you and farewell to our Chair, Dave Coombs and Trustee Helen Carter who stepped down from
their roles at our AGM in October. Dave served as a Street Pastor from 2009 to 2013 but returned as a trustee
in 2017 and was appointed Chair in 2018. Helen also served as a trustee from April 2017.
Dave has been a passionate and
Helen brought a great deal of
hard-working trustee who will be
experience and hard work to our
greatly missed. He did much to
fundraising events and helped us
raise our profile, especially with
with Quiz & Curry nights, carol
our 10th anniversary celebration
singing, the Wantage Methodist
last year and the Sharon Tedford
Church Christmas Tree Festival as
concert in 2018. He has also
well as ‘An Impossible God’, the
worked hard on Street Pastor
one-man passion play by Mark
Sundays, visiting our partner
Topping. Not one for staying up all
churches to help communicate
night on a patrol team, Helen
our vision and inspire more people to get involved.
served faithfully with her God-given gifts. Well done!
This means we have space for two trustees on our Management Committee. Street Pastors and Prayer Support
Volunteers are at the forefront of what we do, but behind it all is a team of people working hard to sustain and
develop this important ministry in Wantage and Grove. If you’ve got something to offer and are up for a challenge
why not consider joining the team as a trustee? We’d love to hear from you - send us an email or give us a call.
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