wan|age parish
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 27 September 2026
Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist: New People’s Mass (Dom Gregory Murray)

Hymns: NEH 334, 64, 383ii, 445, 353

Parish Church Choral Eucharist: Mass in four parts (William Byrd) Gloria: Coventry Gloria
(Peter Jones) Motet: Call to remembrance (Richard Farrant) Voluntary: Toccata in D minor
(Johann Pachelbel)

Hymns: NEH 332 (omit *), 170ii, 480 (tune 15), 383

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Saturday 26 September 4pm Vigil Mass (Holy Trinity)

Sunday 27 September SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Curate
9.15am Sung Eucharist (HT) Preacher: David Richardson
10.30am Choral Eucharist (PC) Preacher: David Richardson
3pm Godly Play (Holy Trinity) Parable of the Yeast

Monday 28 September 9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church) Followed by Parish Breakfast
3.30pm-4.30pm TBG: Teens’ Bible Group (Parish Church)
Tuesday 29 September 10am Old Testament Bible Study Group (What's On Where)

Wednesday 30 September  3pm-6pm Around Table (Holy Trinity) Last orders at 5.30pm
7pm Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Followed by PCC Meeting

Thursday 1 October NO Online Julian Prayer Group. (Next session 5 November)
Friday 2 October 12 noon Eucharist (Parish Church)
Saturday 3 October 5.30pm Sung Harvest Evensong (Holy Trinity)

Followed by FREE Ploughman’s Supper! (Sign up details below)
Sunday 4 October HARVEST

Harvest food contributions invited at all services (see notice )
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar

9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Preacher: the Curate
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar
3pm Godly Play (Holy Trinity) Parable of the Good Shepherd
5pm Choral Evensong (Parish Church) Preacher: the Curate

Morning Prayer: usually said in the Parish Church at 9am Monday-Friday

Requiem Mass: every first Monday of the month in the Parish Church at 9.30am (excluding Bank
Holidays and Feast Days). If you want someone remembered, email
administrator@wantageparish.com with their name.

Eucharist at the Convent: Tuesday—Saturday at 10am, all welcome (space permitting).

What's On Where: For information about regular church groups and activities,
see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:




READINGS & PRAYERS

First Reading: Exodus 17.1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, ‘Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" But the people thirsted there for water; and
the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall | do with
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled
and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?”

Psalm 78.1-7

Response: We will tell the glorious deeds of the Lord [the wonders he has done].
Hear my teaching, O my people;

incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

I will open my mouth in a parable;

| will pour forth mysteries from of old,

Such as we have heard and known,

which our forebears have told us. R/.

We will not hide from their children,

but will recount to generations to come,

the praises of the Lord and his power

and the wonderful works he has done.

He laid a solemn charge on Jacob

and made it a law in Israel,

which he commanded them to teach their children. R/.

That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn,

that they in turn might tell it to their children;
So that they might put their trust in God

and not forget the deeds of God,

but keep his commandments. R/.

Second Reading: Philippians 2.1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross. Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on



earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Gospel: Matthew 21.23-32

Alleluiq, Alleluia

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Il will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer,
then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”,
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do
not know.” And he said to them, ‘Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the
vineyard today. "He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of
the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first. Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | tell you, the
tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.'

RIP: Barbara Keep, Joy Thompson, lan Sturt.

The funeral of Barbara Keep will be held on Friday 30 October at 2.30pm at Thatcham
Crematorium, followed by a reception at Thatcham Football Club. If you would like to attend,
please email Administrator@wantageparish.com (for catering purposes). Plans for a memorial
service for Barbara tbc.

The funeral of lan Sturt will take place on Monday 12 October at 2pm at South Oxfordshire
Crematorium. All are welcome to attend.

Please also pray for: Sacristans; Rebecca and Gareth on their wedding.

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:

Deuteronomy 8.7-18, Psalm 65, 2 Corinthians 9.6-15, Luke 12.16-30
Hymns at HT: NEH 259, 397, 285, 276ii, 262

Hymns at PC: NEH 259, 262, 260, 263 (omit *)

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGANIST FAREWELL: We are sadly saying goodbye to Barbara Kennedy, who has been our
Organist and Assistant Director of Music for the past three years. Barbara is going on to a new
job at the parish of Cowley St John in East Oxford; her last Sunday with us will be 18 October. If
you would like to contribute to a leaving gift to thank Barbara for her service to the parish,
donations can be made via the link in the eNews, by bank transfer to: PCC of the ECC Parish of
St Peter and St Paul Wantage, Sort Code: 40-52-40, Account No: 00036295 with the reference:
BARBARA, or put in the church collection boxes/baskets in a clearly marked envelope.




HARVEST IN THE PARISH:

*Harvest Evensong will be sung at Holy Trinity on Saturday 3 October at 5.30pm, followed by a
PLOUGHMAN'S SUPPER and a Raffle to raise funds for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Institution. This is a FREE EVENT! But PLEASE SIGN UP (for catering purposes). There is a sign-up
sheet in both churches or please email Frances (curate@wantageparish.com).

*HARVEST FOOD DONATIONS are warmly invited and can be brought along to any Harvest
Festival Service on Sunday 4 October. Contributions of fresh & preserved food will be donated
to the Mix and the Food Bank.

*Choral Evensong at the Parish Church at 5pm.

YOUR CHANCE TO BE A ‘MUMMER’! The Wantage Wassail (our parish Christmas party) on
Saturday 5 December, will this year present a Mummers’ Play. This is an old community
tradition that goes back to the Middle Ages and involves 7 or 8 different traditional characters
(none with a huge number of lines to learn) and lots of fancy dress. We hope to be coached by
a local expert in the tradition and great fun is promised for all. If you would like to take part,
please contact David (dcrwantageparish@gmail.com) or James
(cyp.minister@wantageparish.com).

COME & SING EVENSONG: Sunday 18 October. Experience the majesty of singing choral
evensong with the choir and even better, bring a friend! Rehearsal at 2:30, Service at at 5pm in
the Parish Church. Price for singers: £5. Attendance at the service is free. If you'd like to come
and sing, please email wpomgchair@gmail.com.

AETHELFLAED: A NEW OPERA! Sunday 25 October at 5pm. To celebrate AlfredFest, the Parish
Church is hosting a recital version of a new opera inspired by King Alfred’s daughter,
Aethelflaed queen of Mercia. The opera company will also be running a FREE interactive
children’s workshop on Saturday 24 October 1pm. Tickets for both are available from
www.ticketsource.com/aethelflaed-a-new-opera.

See the eNews or the church noticeboard for other AlfredFest events.

COMMUNITY NEWS

NATIONAL EMERGENCY BRIEFING: Sunday 11 October, 3pm at St John’s in Grove. The Deanery will
be hosting a showing of this film about the climate crisis, produced by leading academics and
others, and endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. The 50-minute film will be followed by a
facilitated discussion, led by environmental theologian the Revd Margot Hodson. This event is
open to all local Christians and interested others. Please register online at: bit.ly/4gbifDw or
follow the link in the eNews.

CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar: Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday) 01235 768806 vicar@wantageparish.com
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday) 07856 278983 curate@wantageparish.com
Children & Young People’s Minister: James Clarke (Rest Day: Tuesday)
cyp.minister@wantageparish.com

Parish Administrator: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 administrator@wantageparish.com
Churchwardens: Alastair Hunter alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Janet Kingdon janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Klara Ignell safeguarding@wantageparish.com

Director of Music: Phil Johnson music@wantageparish.com

Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood pdp@wantageparish.com




