walﬂége parish

MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST 20 September 2026

Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist: New People’s Mass (Dom Gregory Murray)
Hymns: NEH 214ii, 189 (tune 238), 339, 294, 486

Parish Church Choral Eucharist: Communion in C (John Ireland) Gloria: Coventry Gloria (Peter
Jones) Motet: Beati quorum via (Charles Villiers Stanford) Voluntary: Tranquilly (Charles
Hubert Hastings Parry)

Hymns: NEH 338 (omit *), 216, 189, 396

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Saturday 19 September 4pm Evening Prayer (Holy Trinity)

Sunday 20 September MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Preacher: the Vicar
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar
12 noon International Day of Peace Wreath-Laying (Parish
Churchyard War Memorial)
3pm Godly Play (Holy Trinity) Jonah & The Whale

Monday 21 September 9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church)
9am-1lam Trinity Tots (Holy Trinity)
3.30pm-4.30pm TBG: Teens’ Bible Group (Parish Church)

Tuesday 22 September 10.00am Old Testament Bible Study Group (What's On Where)

Wednesday 23 September Ember Day
3pm-6pm Around Table (Holy Trinity) Last orders at 5.30pm
7pm Eucharist (Holy Trinity)
7.30pm Discipleship Group (Holy Trinity)

Friday 25 September Lancelot Andrewes

12 noon Eucharist (Parish Church)
Saturday 26 September 4pm Vigil Mass (Holy Trinity)
Sunday 27 September SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Curate
9.15am Sung Eucharist (HT) Preacher: David Richardson
10.30am Choral Eucharist (PC) Preacher: David Richardson
3pm Godly Play (Holy Trinity) Parable of the Yeast

Morning Prayer: usually said in the Parish Church at 9am Monday-Friday

Eucharist at the Convent: Tuesday—-Saturday at 10am, all welcome (space permitting).



What's On Where: For information about regular church groups and activities,
see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:

READINGS & PRAYERS

First Reading: Proverbs 3.13-18

Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her income is better
than silver, and her revenue better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing
you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and
honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to
those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy.

Psalm 119.65-72
Response: O Lord, teach me your statutes.

You have dealt graciously with your servant,
according to your word, O Lord.

O teach me true understanding and knowledge,
for I have trusted in your commandments. R/.

Before | was afflicted | went astray,
but now | keep your word.

You are gracious and do good;

O Lord, teach me your statutes. R/.

The proud have smeared me with lies,

but | will keep your commandments with my whole heart.
Their heart has become gross with fat,

but my delight is in your law. R/.

It is good for me that | have been afflicted,
that | may learn your statutes.

The law of your mouth is dearer to me
than a hoard of gold and silver. R/.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.1-6

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.
We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning or to
falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



Gospel: Matthew 9.9-13

Alleluiq,

Alleluia

| do not call you servants but friends,
because | have made known to you
everything that | have heard from my Father.
Alleluia

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said
to him, ‘Follow me." And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many
tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors
and sinners?’ But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have
come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

RIP: Angela Berryman, Barbara Keep, Joy Thompson.
Please also pray for: Open the Book; Laurence in his new ministry.

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:

Exodus 17.1-7, Psalm 78.1-4, 12-16, Philippians 2.1-13, Matthew 21.23-32
Hymns at HT: NEH 334, 64, 383ii, 445, 353

Hymns at PC: NEH

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GODLY PLAY: every Sunday 3pm at Holy Trinity. This week we're looking at the story of Jonah and
the Whale. For families and children of all ages, come and share in story, wonder, crafting and
play. Visit https://bitly/4d4XgN5 for list of full dates and announcements.

INSTITUTION AND INDUCTION OF REVD LAURENCE PRICE: Monday 21 September at 7.30pm.
Everyone is invited to Laurence’s Welcome Service at St Mary’s Childrey. It will be a service of
Holy Communion followed by refreshments. RSVP to benefice.ridgeway@outlook.com.

RIDE AND STRIDE: Thank you to the participants at last Saturday’s Ride and Stride and the
Welcomers at both churches. There were 17 visitors to the Parish Church and a total of 11 at Holy
Trinity. Could any extra sponsorship money please be passed to Simon Jones at the Parish
Church or Ann Gregory at Holy Trinity.

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP: new members welcome! Our next meeting will be on 23 September to
explore the foundations of our faith together. For people at all stages of faith. Meeting
fortnightly on Wednesdays at 7.30pm (following the Eucharist at 7pm) at Holy Trinity.

HARVEST FESTIVAL will begin with Sung Evensong at Holy Trinity on Saturday 3 October at
5.30pm, which will be followed by a Ploughman's Supper and a raffle to raise funds for the Royal
Agricultural Benevolent Institution. There will be a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Desk of both
churches or speak to Frances Caroe if you would like to come, so we have an idea of numbers
for catering. Harvest Festival continues on Sunday 4 October, when you are invited to bring
fresh or preserved contributions of food for the Mix and the Food Bank to the morning services.
We conclude the festivities with Choral Evensong at the Parish Church at 5pm.



MUMMERS AT THE WASSAIL: This year at the Wantage Wassail (parish Christmas party) on
Saturday 5 December, we will present a Mummers’ Play - a community tradition that goes back
to the Middle Ages. There are 7 or 8 parts, none with a huge number of lines to learn and we
hope to be coached by a local expert on the tradition. If you would like to take part, please
contact David (dcrwantageparish@gmail.com) or James (cyp.minister@wantageparish.com).

COME & SING EVENSONG: Sunday 18 October. Experience the majesty of singing choral
evensong with the choir and even better, bring a friend! Rehearsal at 2:30, Service at at 5pm in
the Parish Church. Price for singers: £5. Attendance at the service is free. If you'd like to come
and sing, please email womgchair@gmail.com.

AETHELFLAED: A NEW OPERA! Sunday 25 October at 5pm. To celebrate AlfredFest, the Parish
Church is hosting a recital version of a new opera inspired by King Alfred’s daughter,
Aethelflaed queen of Mercia. The opera company will also be running a FREE interactive
children’s workshop on Saturday 24 October 1pm. Tickets for both are available from
www_ticketsource.com/aethelflaed-a-new-opera.

See the eNews or the church noticeboard for other AlfredFest events.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A PRAYER GROUP? We are reviewing our monthly Intercession and
Contemplation (Julian) Prayer Groups, which are currently held online. If you would you be
interested in joining a new face-to-face prayer group, please contact Susie Lapwood
(pdp@wantageparish.com) or one of the clergy, or email prayer@wantageparish.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS

NATIONAL EMERGENCY BRIEFING: Sunday 11 October, 3pm at St John’s in Grove. The Deanery will
be hosting a showing of this film about the climate crisis, produced by leading academics and
others, and endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. The 50-minute film will be followed by a
facilitated discussion, led by environmental theologian the Revd Margot Hodson. This event is
open to all local Christians and interested others. Please register online at: bit.ly/4gbifDw or
follow the link in the eNews.

CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar: Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday) 01235 768806 vicar@wantageparish.com
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday) 07856 278983 curate@wantageparish.com
Children & Young People’s Minister: James Clarke (Rest Day: Tuesday)
cyp.minister@wantageparish.com

Parish Administrator: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 administrator@wantageparish.com
Event Bookings: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 bookings@wantageparish.com
Churchwardens: Alastair Hunter alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Janet Kingdon janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Klara Ilgnell safeguarding@wantageparish.com

Director of Music: Phil Johnson music@wantageparish.com

Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood pdp@wantageparish.com

Parish Website: www.wantageparish.com
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