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EPIPHANY 4 January 2026

Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist: Mass of Ss Peter & Paul (John Ridgway)
Hymns: NEH 36, 51, 52, 387, 47

Parish Church Choral Eucharist: Mass in the Phrygian mode (Charles Wood) Gloria: Mass
of Ss Peter & Paul (John Ridgway) Motet: Bethlehem Down (Peter Warlock) Voluntary:
Prelude in C major BWV 553 (J S Bach)

Hymns: NEH 52, 47, 27, 36

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Saturday 3 January No service

sunday 4 January EPIPHANY (observed as)
Preacher at all morning services: the Vicar
8am Eucharist (Parish Church)
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity)
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church)
5pm Epiphany Carols: ‘Christmas Around the World’ (PC)

Monday 5 January 9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church)

Tuesday 6 January Epiphany
2.30pm Old Bible Study Group (What's On Where)

Wednesday 7 January Around Table is taking a break until 14 January
7pm Eucharist (Holy Trinity)
7.30pm Discipleship Group (Holy Trinity)

Friday 9 January 12 noon Eucharist (Parish Church)
Saturday 10 January  4pm Vigil Mass (Holy Trinity)

Sunday 11 January BAPTISM OF CHRIST
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Preacher: the Curate
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar
3pm Licensing of Katherine as Area Dean (St John’s Grove)

Morning Prayer is said in the Parish Church at 9am Monday-Friday
Eucharist at the Convent Tuesday—Saturday at 10am, all welcome (space permitting).

What's On Where: For information about regular church groups and activities,
see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:




READINGS & PRAYERS

First Reading: Isaiah 60.1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea
shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 72.10-15
Response: All nations shall do him service.

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute;
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts.

All kings shall fall down before him;

all nations shall do him service. R/.

For he shall deliver the poor that cry out,
the needy and those who have no helper.
He shall have pity on the weak and poor;
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. R/.

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. R/.

Long may he live;

unto him may be given gold from Sheba;
may prayer be made for him continually
and may they bless him all the day long. R/.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3.1-12

This is the reason that |, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you,
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, a
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that
was given to me by the working of his power. Although | am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.



Gospel: Matthew 2.1-12

Alleluiq, Alleluia

Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world.

Alleluia

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaq, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In
Bethlehem of Judeq; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so
that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by another road.

For Your Prayers: Sarah Clark, Lizzie, Beth, Natalie, Rowland, Sirma, Chris, Glauce, Pat and Dave,
Alan and Dawn, Rachel, Niamh and Orlaith, Aubrey, Kathryn, Becky, Pat, Suzan Clark, Diane
Dyche, Judith, David, Gordon, Peter, Alastair, Joe.

RIP: Olive Price, Angela Darke, June Ord, Diana Wastie.

FUNERALS: A Requiem Mass will be held for Angela Darke in the Parish Church on Monday 12
January at 6.30pm, followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at Holy Trinity Church on Tuesday 13
January at 2.30pm, with refreshments in the church after the service.

The funeral of Olive Price will take place at Holy Trinity Church on Monday 12 January at 1lam.
Please also pray for: Around Table

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:

Isaiah 42.1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10.34-43, Matthew 3.13-end
Hymns at HT: NEH 114, 140, 137, 305, 408

Hymns at PC: CfE 139, 661,147, 749

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS: It is traditional to bless our homes at this time of year. Katherine
and Frances are available to visit over the coming weeks, or you can take some chalk and a
blessing sheet to do this yourself.

CHRISTMAS CHARITIES: Thank you for your generosity to the Christmas Appeal this year. The final
service at which we will be making a charity collection is the Epiphany Carols. The money
raised will be shared between Wantage and Grove Food Bank, Parkinson’s UK, and the Disasters
Emergency Fund.



CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR GIFT TAGS: There will be boxes in both churches for the collection of the
picture part of your Christmas cards, which can be used to make gift tags. We sold hundreds of
these gift tags at the Christmas card sale in the Wantage Museum, with the funds going to help
feed schoolchildren in Thokoza, South Africa. Thank you.

PARISH CHURCH IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONSULTATION: On Saturday 10 January there will be a
drop-in session from 1lam to Ipm at the Parish Church when everyone is welcome to come and
chat to the Parish Church Project Development Group and our architects about what
improvements are needed to help the Parish Church meet the parish’s needs for the future. We
want to hear your opinions. Tea and coffee will be available. Do come along!

DEANERY CELEBRATION SERVICE AND LICENSING. Katherine will be licensed as Area Dean at a
Deanery Celebration Service on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, Sunday 11 January 2026, 3pm
at St John’s Grove, with music from our choir. Please do come along to support her, to celebrate
our friendship as churches in this area, and to renew our baptismal promises together. This will
be followed by wine and cake (donations of cake welcome!)

BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION and/or FIRST COMMUNION: The Bishop of Dorchester will be coming to
lead a Confirmation service on Sunday 21 June. If you have been thinking about taking the next
step in Christian commitment, please speak to Katherine or Frances. Baptism is open to people
of any age who have not already been baptised. Confirmation is suitable for adults and
secondary-age children. Children who have been baptised but are not yet ready or willing to
be confirmed are also invited to prepare for first communion from about age 7.

RE-START DATES FOR GROUPS: See What's on Where (QR code above) for more information.
OLD TESTAMENT STUDY GROUP: Tuesday 6 January

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP: Wednesday 7 January

PARISH BREAKFAST: Monday 12 January

TEEN BIBLE GROUP: Monday 12 January

AROUND TABLE: Wednesday 14 January

INTERCESSION ONLINE PRAYER GROUP: Thursday 15 January

TRINITY TOTS: Monday 19 January

‘FULLY-BOOKED’ BOOK CLUB: Wednesday 21 January

CONTEMPLATIVE (JULIAN) ONLINE PRAYER GROUP: Wednesday 29 January

SEE THE eNEWSLETTER for details of more upcoming events. If you are not yet a subscriber to the
eNews, you can register on the parish website: www.wantageparish.com.

CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar: Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday) 01235 768806 vicar@wantageparish.com
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday) 07856 278983 curate@wantageparish.com
Children & Young People’s Minister: James Clarke (Rest Day: Tuesday)
cyp.minister@wantageparish.com

Parish Administrator: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 administrator@wantageparish.com
Event Bookings: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 bookings@wantageparish.com
Churchwardens: Alastair Hunter alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Janet Kingdon janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Klara Ilgnell safeguarding@wantageparish.com

Director of Music: Phil Johnson music@wantageparish.com

Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood pdp@wantageparish.com

Parish Website: www.wantageparish.com



