
 
 
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  21 December 2025 

Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist:  New People’s Mass (Dom Gregory Murray) 
Hymns:  NEH 10, 186, 295, 275, 9 

Parish Church Choral Eucharist:   Holy Communion in C (John Ireland)  Motet:  Ave Maria 
(Robert Parsons)  Voluntary:  Movement in A flat major (Elizabeth Stirling) 
Hymns:  NEH 19ii (omit *), 11, 184, 186 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Saturday 20 December  4pm Evening Prayer (Holy Trinity) 

Sunday 21 December   FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar 
9.15am Sung Eucharist (HT) Preacher: David Richardson 
10.30am Choral Eucharist (PC) Preacher: David Richardson 
7pm Carols by Candlelight (Parish Church) 

Monday 22 December  9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church) 
10.30am Trinity Tots Christingle (Holy Trinity) 

Tuesday 23 December  2.30pm Old Testament Bible Study Group (What’s On Where) 

Wednesday 24 December CHRISTMAS EVE 
         Around Table is taking a break and will re-start 14 January 
         3pm Crib Service (Parish Church) 

      8pm First Mass of Christmas (Holy Trinity) Preacher: the Vicar 
      11pm Midnight Mass (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar 

Thursday 25 December  CHRISTMAS DAY 
9.15am Sung Eucharist (HT) Preacher: the Curate 

         10.30am Choral Eucharist (PC) Preacher: James Clarke 

There will be no services 26 or 27 December 

Sunday 28 December   HOLY INNOCENTS 
Preacher at all services: the Curate 
8am Eucharist (Parish Church)  
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity)  
10.30am Sung Eucharist (Parish Church)  

There will be no weekday services 29 December to 3 January 

Services as usual from Sunday 4 January 

Epiphany Carols: ‘Christmas Around the World’ 5pm Sunday 4 January (Parish Church) 

See What’s On Where: For information about regular church groups and 
activities, see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:  



READINGS & PRAYERS  

First Reading:  Isaiah 7.10-16 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven.’ But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’ Then Isaiah said: 
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.’ 

Psalm 80.1-8 
Response:  Show the light of your countenance, O God 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you that led Joseph like a flock; 
Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. R/. 

Stir up your mighty strength 
and come to our salvation. 
Turn us again, O Lord; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. R/. 

O Lord God of hosts, 
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
You feed them the bread of tears; 
you give them abundance of tears to drink. R/. 

You have made us the derision of our neighbours, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Turn us again, O Lord 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. R/. 

Second Reading:  Romans 1.1-7 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, to all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel:  Matthew 1.18-end 

Alleluia 
Alleluia 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia 

 



Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

For Your Prayers:  Sarah Clark, Lizzie, Beth, Natalie, Rowland, Sirma, Chris, Glauce, Pat and Dave, 
Alan and Dawn, Rachel, Niamh and Orlaith, Aubrey, Kathryn, Angela, Becky, Pat, Suzan Clark, 
Diane Dyche, Judith, David, Gordon, Peter, June, Alastair. 

RIP: Frances Taylor, David Watkins, Angela Darke, Olive Price. 

Please also pray for: Home Group, James Clarke in his new role 

Readings & Hymns for Christmas Day:   
Isaiah 9.2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2.11-14, Luke 2.1-14 
Hymns at HT:  NEH 24, 42, 25, 28, 30 
Hymns at PC:  NEH 32, 34, 22, 26 (omit *) 

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:   
Jeremiah 31.15-17, Psalm 124, 1 Corinthians 1.26-29, Matthew 2.13-18 
Hymns at HT:  NEH 19ii, 39, 21, 40, 33 
Hymns at PC:  NEH 36, 39, 25, 21 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTER:  Following our successful grant application to the 
Diocese to support our work with younger members of the community, we are delighted to 
announce that James Clarke will be continuing in an updated role with the new title of Children 
and Young People’s Minister. We will officially welcome him in this new role on Sunday morning. 
He will also have a new email address cyp.minister@wantageparish.com. 

CHRISTMAS CHARITIES: All donations collected at special Advent and Christmas services will be 
shared between Wantage and Grove Food Bank, Parkinson’s UK, and the Disasters Emergency 
Fund, As always, your generosity is greatly appreciated on their behalf. 

ADVENT SPIRITUAL RESOURCES: The Church of England’s Advent and Christmas theme for 2025 
revolves around a single word: Joy! For resources to help with your prayers and reflections see  
https://wantageparish.com/services/spiritual-resources (scroll down for Advent resources) 

BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION and/or FIRST COMMUNION: The Bishop of Dorchester will be coming to 
lead a Confirmation service on Sunday 21 June. If you have been thinking about taking the next 
step in Christian commitment please speak to Katherine or Frances. Baptism is open to people 
of any age who have not already been baptised. Confirmation is suitable for adults and 
secondary-age children. Children who have been baptised but are not yet ready or willing to 
be confirmed are also invited to prepare for first communion from about age 7. Please speak to 
the Vicar. 



2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

RE-START DATES FOR CHURCH GROUPS: 
OLD TESTAMENT STUDY GROUP: Tuesday 6 January  
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP: Wednesday 7 January  
PARISH BREAKFAST: Monday 12 January  
AROUND TABLE: Wednesday 14 January  
INTERCESSION ONLINE PRAYER GROUP: Thursday 15 January  
‘FULLY-BOOKED’ BOOK CLUB: Wednesday 15 January  
TRINITY TOTS: Monday 19 January  
CONTEMPLATIVE (JULIAN) ONLINE PRAYER GROUP: Wednesday 29 January  

See What’s on Where (QR code above) for more information. 

PARISH CHURCH IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONSULTATION: Work has started on thinking about 
what improvements could be made to the Parish Church to ensure it continues to serve the 
needs of our worship, welcome and events. On Saturday 10 January there will be a drop-in 
session from 11am to 1pm at the Parish Church when everyone will be welcome to come and 
chat to the Project Development Group and representatives of our architects. The members of 
the Project Development Group are Katherine (the vicar), the churchwardens (Alastair & Janet) 
and Andrew Haines, Jan Ralston & David Richardson. We want to hear what you think is great 
about the Parish Church and what could be improved. Tea and coffee will be available. Do 
come along for a chat! 

DEANERY CELEBRATION SERVICE AND LICENSING. Katherine will be licensed as Area Dean at a 
Deanery Celebration Service on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, Sunday 11 January 2026, 3pm 
at St John’s Grove, with music from our choir. Please do come along to support her, to celebrate 
our friendship as churches in this area, and to renew our baptismal promises together. This will 
be followed by wine and cake (donations of cake welcome!) 

EMBROIDERY WORKSHOP QUIET DAY “A Celebration of Mary”:  Saturday 7 February. A creative day 
combining embroidery instruction from Suellen Pedley with two talks from the Ven Christine 
Allsopp at the Convent. Participants will receive instructions and tuition to begin a unique 
design featuring Mary cradling the infant Jesus, to be completed at home. No previous 
embroidery experience is necessary, suitable for beginners and experienced embroiderers. £70 
per person, including materials, two course lunch and all refreshments. Booking to be made by 
12 January 2026 to allow time to order materials. 

CONTACT DETAILS  

Vicar:  Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday)  01235 768806   vicar@wantageparish.com 
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday)  07856 278983   curate@wantageparish.com 
Parish Assistant: James Clarke  (Rest Day: Tuesday)  james.parishasst@wantageparish.com  
Parish Administrator:  Cathryn Stanton  01235 764533   administrator@wantageparish.com 
Event Bookings: Cathryn Stanton  01235 764533   bookings@wantageparish.com 
Churchwardens:  Alastair Hunter   alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com 
Janet Kingdon   janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com 
Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Klara Ignell   safeguarding@wantageparish.com 
Director of Music:  Phil Johnson   music@wantageparish.com 
Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood   pdp@wantageparish.com 
Parish Website:  www.wantageparish.com 


