
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  14 December 2025 

Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist:  New People’s Mass (Dom Gregory Murray) 
Hymns:  NEH 12, 18, 294, 1, 476 

Parish Church Choral Eucharist:  Chichester Mass (William Albright)  Motet:  How lovely are 
the messengers (Felix Mendelsshohn)  Voluntary:  Plein Jeu (Louis-Nicolas Clérambault) 
Hymns:  NEH 55, 57, 277, 468 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Saturday 13 December  4pm Vigil Mass (Holy Trinity) 

Sunday 14 December  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Curate 
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Preacher: the Vicar 
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: Curate 

Monday 15 December  9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church) 

Tuesday 16 December  2.30pm Old Testament Bible Study Group (What’s On Where) 

Wednesday 17 December 1pm & 3pm Around Table Christmas Lunch (Holy Trinity)  
      (Pre-booked guests only: see notice below) 
      7pm Eucharist (Holy Trinity) 
      8pm ‘Fully Booked’ Book Group (The Bear Hotel) 

Friday 19 December   12 noon Eucharist (Parish Church) 

Saturday 20 December  4pm Evening Prayer (Holy Trinity) 

Sunday 21 December  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Vicar 
9.15am Sung Eucharist (HT) Preacher: David Richardson 
10.30am Choral Eucharist (PC) Preacher: David Richardson 
7pm Carols by Candlelight (Parish Church) 

Morning Prayer is said in the Parish Church at 9am Monday-Friday 

Eucharist at the Convent Tuesday–Saturday at 10am, all welcome (space permitting). 

What’s On Where: For information about regular church groups and activities, 
see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:  
 



READINGS & PRAYERS  

First Reading:  Isaiah 35.1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and 
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A 
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 
it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

Psalm 146.4-10 
Response:  I will praise the Lord as long as I live 

Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
Who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and all that is in them; 
who keeps his promise for ever. R/. 

Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong 
and bread to those who hunger. 
The Lord looses those that are bound; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. R/. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous; 
The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; 
he upholds the orphan and widow; 
but the way of the wicked he turns upside down. 
The Lord shall reign for ever, 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia.  R/. 

Second Reading:  James 5.7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 

 



Gospel:  Matthew 11.2-11 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see?  Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, “See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, 
among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

For Your Prayers:  Sarah Clark, Lizzie, Beth, Natalie, Rowland, Sirma, Chris, Glauce, Pat and Dave, 
Alan and Dawn, Rachel, Niamh and Orlaith, Aubrey, Kathryn, Angela, Becky, Pat, Suzan Clark, 
Diane Dyche, Judith, David, Gordon, Peter, June, Alastair. 

RIP:  Grace, Monica Hainge, David Watkins, Angela Darke, Olive Price. 
The funeral of Monica Hainge will be held on Friday 19 December at 2pm at Holy Trinity. 

Please also pray for: Teens’ Bible Group 

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:   
Isaiah 7.10-16, Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20, Romans 1.1-7, Matthew 1.18-end 
Hymns at HT:  NEH 10, 186, 295, 275, 9 
Hymns at PC:  NEH 19ii (omit *), 11, 184, 186 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKS TO EVERYONE who worked hard to make the Dickensian Evening a success, despite 
such inclement weather! Thanks too to the Music Guild and the Parish Choir for such an 
entertaining Wassail. See the eNews for photos of some of the fun. 

CHRISTMAS CHARITIES: All donations collected over Advent and Christmas this year will be 
shared between the following three very deserving causes: Local charity: Wantage and Grove 
Food Bank, National charity: Parkinson’s UK, Worldwide charity: Disasters Emergency Fund, As 
always, your generosity is greatly appreciated on their behalf. 

ADVENT SPIRITUAL RESOURCES: The Church of England’s Advent and Christmas theme for 2025 
revolves around a single word: Joy! For resources to help with your prayers and reflections see 
the Advent Spiritual Resources on the parish website. 

AROUND TABLE CHRISTMAS LUNCH: On Wednesday 17 December at Holy Trinity Church. Pre-
booked guests only. Places still available for the 1pm sitting; booking is essential by email to 
aroundtable@wantageparish.com.  
Around Table will then be closed for the Christmas break and re-open 14 January 2026. 



BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION and/or FIRST COMMUNION: Are you ready to explore taking the next 
step in your Christian commitment? Katherine and Frances will be preparing people for 
baptism and confirmation to take place in April or May next year. If you think that could include 
you, please let us know. Baptism is open to people of any age who have not already been 
baptised. Confirmation is suitable for adults and secondary-age children. Children who have 
been baptised but are not yet ready or willing to be confirmed are also invited to prepare for 
first communion from about age 7. Please speak to the Vicar. 

2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

PARISH CHURCH IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONSULTATION: Work has started on thinking about 
what improvements could be made to the Parish Church to ensure it continues to serve the 
needs of our worship, welcome and events. On Saturday 10 January there will be a drop-in 
session from 11am to 1pm at the Parish Church when everyone will be welcome to come and 
chat to the Project Development Group and representatives of our architects. The members of 
the Project Development Group are Katherine (the vicar), the churchwardens (Alastair & Janet) 
and Andrew Haines, Jan Ralston & David Richardson. We want to hear what you think is great 
about the Parish Church and what could be improved. Tea and coffee will be available. We are 
keen to hear as many different voices as possible, so do come along for a chat! 

DEANERY CELEBRATION SERVICE AND LICENSING. Katherine will be licensed as Area Dean at a 
Deanery Celebration Service on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, Sunday 11 January 2026, 3pm 
at St John’s Grove, with music from our choir. Please do come along to support her, to celebrate 
our friendship as churches in this area, and to renew our baptismal promises together. This will 
be followed by wine and cake (donations of cake welcome!) 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

STREET-PASTOR CAROL SINGING:  Wantage and Grove Street Pastors invite singers, musicians 
and anyone who can make a joyful noise to join them for an hour of Carol Singing in and 
around Wantage on Friday 19 December 2025, meeting under King Alfred Statue at 7.30pm. 
Please contact Nigel if you intend to go along at wantageandgrove@streetpastors.org.uk or 
07554 655594. 

CONTACT DETAILS  

Vicar:  Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday)  01235 768806   vicar@wantageparish.com 
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday)  07856 278983   curate@wantageparish.com 
Parish Assistant: James Clarke  (Rest Day: Tuesday)  james.parishasst@wantageparish.com  
Parish Administrator:  Cathryn Stanton  01235 764533   administrator@wantageparish.com 
Event Bookings: Cathryn Stanton  01235 764533   bookings@wantageparish.com 
Churchwardens:  Alastair Hunter   alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com 
Janet Kingdon   janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com 
Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Klara Ignell   safeguarding@wantageparish.com 
Director of Music:  Phil Johnson   music@wantageparish.com 
Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood   pdp@wantageparish.com 
Parish Website:  www.wantageparish.com 


