walﬂége parish

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT /7 December 2025
Holy Trinity Sung Eucharist: New People’s Mass (Dom Gregory Murray)
Hymns: NEH 3ij, 6,16, 500, 148 (omit *)

Parish Church Choral Eucharist: Missa aeterna Christi munera (Giovanni P. da Palestrina)
Motet: A tender shoot (Otto Goldschmidt) Veluntary: Wachet auf (J S Bach)
Hymns: NEH 12,10, 282,15

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Saturday 6 December 4pm Evening Prayer (Holy Trinity)

Sunday 7 December SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Preacher at all services: the Curate
8am Eucharist (Parish Church)
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity)
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church)

Monday 8 December Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9.30am Eucharist (Parish Church)
Followed by Parish Breakfast

Tuesday 9 December 2.30pm Old Testament Bible Study Group (What’s On Where)

Wednesday 10 December  3pm-6pm Around Table (Holy Trinity) Last orders at 5.30pm
7pm Eucharist (Holy Trinity)

Friday 12 December 12 noon Eucharist (Parish Church)
Saturday 13 December 4pm Vigil Mass (Holy Trinity)
Sunday 14 December THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8am Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: the Curate
9.15am Sung Eucharist (Holy Trinity) Preacher. the Vicar
10.30am Choral Eucharist (Parish Church) Preacher: Curate

Morning Prayer is said in the Parish Church at 9am Monday-Friday
Eucharist at the Convent Tuesday—Saturday at 10am, all welcome (space permitting).

What’'s On Where: For information about regular church groups and activities,
see the church noticeboard, the link in the eNews, or scan the QR code:




READINGS & PRAYERS

First Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of

the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Psalm 72.1-7
Response: Blessed be the God of Israel

Give the king your judgements, O God,

and your righteousness to the son of a king.
Then shall he judge your people righteously
and your poor with justice. R/.

May the mountains bring forth peace,

and the little hills righteousness for the people.
May he defend the children of the needy

and crush the oppressor. R/.

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

May he come down like rain upon the mown grass,
like the showers that water the earth.

In his time shall righteousness flourish,
and abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. R/.

Second Reading: Romans 15.4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore | will
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O
Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples
praise him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the



Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12

Alleluia, Alleluia

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have
Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. | baptize you with water for repentance, but
one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.

For Your Prayers: Sarah Clark, Lizzie, Beth, Natalie, Rowland, Sirma, Chris, Glauce, Pat and Dave,
Angela, Alan and Dawn, Rachel, Niamh and Orlaith, Aubrey, Kathryn, Angela, Becky, Pat, Suzan
Clark, Diane Dyche, Judith, David, Gordon and Peter, Veronica.

RIP: lan McCaig, lvan Breakspear, Frances Taylor, Jean Loudon, Grace, Monica Hainge.
Please also pray for: Trinity Tots,

Readings & Hymns for next Sunday:

Isaiah 35.1-10, Psalm 146.4-10, James 5.7-10, Matthew 11.2-11
Hymns at HT: NEH 12,18, 294, 1, 476

Hymns at PC: NEH 55, 57, 277, 468

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONTACTLESS DONATIONS AT HOLY TRINITY: Hopefully, wi-fi issues with the new contactless
donation device at Holy Trinity have now been resolved. The new device is a very easy way to
make a donation to support the parish.

Unfortunately, it seems that the old device had not been connecting reliably to the internet over
a period going back several months. This means that donations made during that time are
only now being processed. Apologies for this. If you have any concerns about it, please contact
Alastair Hunter (oIostoir.churchworden@wantogeporish.com).

ADVENT POETRY: The Scripture and Poetry Group continues on Tuesday evenings for the next
two weeks (9 & 16 December), reading extracts from Job alongside poems from the English
tradition. Sometimes we wait for God with anger or despair or desperation: explore this with us
this year. Meet 7.30pm at 7 St Michael's. All welcome. Contact Frances for further information.



CHRISTMAS CHARITIES: All donations collected over Advent and Christmas this year will be
shared between the following three very deserving causes: Local charity: Wantage and Grove
Food Bank, National charity: Parkinson’s UK, Worldwide charity: Disasters Emergency Fund

As always, your generosity is greatly appreciated on their behalf.

BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION and/or FIRST COMMUNION: Are you ready to explore taking the next
step in your Christian commitment? Katherine and Frances will be preparing people for
baptism and confirmation to take place in April or May next year. If you think that could include
you, please let us know. Baptism is open to people of any age who have not already been
baptised. Confirmation is suitable for adults and secondary-age children. Children who have
been baptised but are not yet ready or willing to be confirmed are also invited to prepare for
first communion from about age 7. Please speak to the Vicar.

2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

PARISH CHURCH IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONSULTATION: Work has started on thinking about
what improvements could be made to the Parish Church to ensure it continues to serve the
needs of our worship, welcome and events. On Saturday 10 January there will be a drop-in
session from 1lam to 1Ipm at the Parish Church when everyone will be welcome to come and
chat to the Project Development Group and representatives of our architects. The members of
the Project Development Group are Katherine (the vicar), the churchwardens (Alastair & Janet)
and Andrew Haines, Jan Ralston & David Richardson. We want to hear what you think is great
about the Parish Church and what could be improved. Tea and coffee will be available. We are
keen to hear as many different voices as possible, so do come along for a chat!

DEANERY CELEBRATION SERVICE AND LICENSING. Katherine will be licensed as Area Dean ata
Deanery Celebration Service on the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, Sunday 11 January 2026,
3pm at St John's Grove, with music from our choir. Please do come along to support her, to
celebrate our friendship as churches in this area, and to renew our baptismal promises
together. This will be followed by wine and cake (donations of cake welcomet)

COMMUNITY NEWS

STREET-PASTOR CAROL SINGING: Wantage and Grove Street Pastors invite singers, musicians
and anyone who can make a joyful noise to join them for an hour of Carol Singing in and
around Wantage on Friday 19 December 2025, meeting under King Alfred Statue at 7.30pm.
Please contact Nigel if you intend to go along at wantageandgrove@streetpastors.org.uk or
07554 655594.

CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar: Revd Katherine Price (Rest Day: Tuesday) 01235 768806 vicar@wantageparish.com
Curate: Revd Frances Caroe (Rest Day: Friday) 07856 278983 curate@wantageparish.com
Parish Assistant: James Clarke (Rest Day: Tuesday) james.parishasst@wantageparish.com
Parish Administrator: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 administrator@wantageparish.com
Event Bookings: Cathryn Stanton 01235 764533 bookings@wantageparish.com
Churchwardens: Alastair Hunter alastair.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Janet Kingdon janet.churchwarden@wantageparish.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Klara Ignell safeguarding@wantageparish.com

Director of Music: Phil Johnson music@wantageparish.com

Personal Discipleship Plan: Susie Lapwood pdp@wantageparish.com

Parish Website: www.wantageparish.com




