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Definitions 

 

The definitions of value used in this document are based on the Conservation Principles, 

Policies and Guidance issued by Historic England.  

 

Evidential value The potential of the building, its features or furnishings to yield 
evidence about past human activity, in particular to provide 
exemplars of particular styles, techniques or craftsmen. 

Historical value The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can 
be connected through the building to the present. It tends to 
be illustrative of particular historical trends or associative with 
particular people or events.  

Aesthetic and architectural 
value 

The potential for people to draw sensory and intellectual 
stimulation from a place.  

Communal value The meaning of the building, its contents or furnishings for the 
people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective 
experience or memory.  

Liturgical value The importance of particular features or furnishings within the 
liturgical traditions of the Church of England. 

 

Significance/value Definition 

None This has no value; its loss would have no effect on the 
importance of the whole building and site.  
 
Note that building elements only rarely fall into this category - 
when they do it will generally be because they are very recent, 
poorly executed, and damaging to the historic building.  

Low This has a small amount of value. There may be many of its 
type, or it may be heavily damaged, or poorly executed.  

Moderate This is of middling value; it may be of good quality, of 
particular local or liturgical value, or by a well known craftsman 
but is unlikely to be the only or best example of this type.  

High This is very important, perhaps even on a national level. It 
may be specifically mentioned in secondary sources.  
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Executive Summary 
 

Area Dating and character  Significance  Type of value 
(detail where 
relevant)  

Churchyard Burials since c. 8th century; lost church of same 
date, the archaeological remains of which are still 
within the churchyard; character now is largely a 
product of the early-20th century at which date 
railings were removed to create a more informal 
layout. There are six grade II listed structures 
within the churchyard. 

High Evidential, 
archaeological, 
communal 

Exterior Chancel, tower, nave and transepts of c. 1250. 
Chancel extended c. 1300 and aisles added 
around the same time. Chapels added between 
1450-1500; south porch added c. 1500. North 
extension added c. 17th century, possibly as a 
store or bier house. Nave extended westwards 

1881; upper stage of the tower rebuilt 1892.   

High Evidential, 
architectural  

Nave 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250. Arcades added 
early-14th century; clerestory and roof, mid-late 
15th century. Reordered by Street in 1857. 
Extended one bay westward by Butterfield in 1881. 
Reordered in the 1990s.  

High Evidential, 
architectural 
(particularly the 
exceptional roof 
structure) 

South aisle 
(interior) 

Early-14th century, late-15th century fenestration. 
Extended one bay westwards by Butterfield in 
1881.  

Moderate-High Evidential, 
architectural 

North aisle 
(interior) 

Early-14th century, late-15th century fenestration. 
Extended one bay westwards by Butterfield in 
1881. Flat modern ceiling.  

Moderate Evidential 

Crossing 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250. Fine muscular 
crossing. Rib vaulted in 1857 by Street. Modern 

recessed spotlights in the bell hatch.  

High Evidential, 
architectural 

North 
transept 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250, likely with an east 
arcade. 15th-century fenestration and rebuilding. 
Roof of c. 1400 with 17th-century pargetting. 
Reordered in the 1990s.  

Moderate; roof 
structure and ceiling 
are of high 
significance 

Evidential 

Fitzwarin 
chapel 
(interior) 

Constructed c. 1500. Timber ceiling of this date. 
Now a choir vestry.  

Moderate-low; the 
ceiling is of high 
significance 

Evidential 

South 
transept 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250, likely with an east 
arcade. Remodelling of c.1450 associated with 
chapels to east. Roof of c.1400 with 17th-century 
pargetting. Fine south window and door both 1857 
by GE Street. Reordered in the 1990s.  

Moderate; roof 
structure and ceiling 
are of high 
significance 

Evidential 

Holy Souls 
and Lady 
chapels 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250; reconstructed c. 
1450 the Town Guilds chapel. Holy Souls chapel 
used as town fire engine house in the 18th and 
19th centuries. Restored by Bodley in 1895 as a 
memorial chapel to Reverend Butler.  

High-moderate Evidential, 
historical, 
architectural 
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Area Dating and character  Significance  Type of value 
(detail where 
relevant)  

Chancel 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250; extended around 
1300. Refenestrated c. 1450-1500 and arcades 
added. Heavily remodelled by Street in 1857.  
 

High Evidential, 
architectural, 
historical liturgical 

Sacristy 
(interior) 

Constructed in the 15th century. Internally 
remodelled in the 19th century. 

Low-moderate Evidential 

North 
extension/ 
òporchò 
(interior) 

Constructed c. 17th or 18th century. Crude 
structure possibly intended as a bier or storehouse. 
Refenestrated by Butterfield in 1881, and blocked 
off from the nave at this point. Nave door reopened 
and structure converted for use as a choir vestry in 
1938 and, finally for use as WCs in 1995. The 
current character and interior is a product of that 

last phase of work.  

Low, with the 
exception of the 
doorway into the 
church which is of 
high significance  

Evidential, historical 
(doorway to church) 

South porch 
(interior) 

Constructed c. 1500, relocated and extensively 
rebuilt in 1881 by Butterfield. Original inner 
doorway. Outer door and internal draught lobby in 
the aisle c.1998.  

Moderate; dressed 
work and doorway 
surviving from c. 
1500, high 
significance 

Evidential, 
architectural 

Ringing 
chamber 
(interior) 

Originally constructed c. 1250, refitted and partially 
rebuilt by George Gilbert Scott Jr in 1892.  

Moderate Evidential  

 

For the significance of furnishings and fittings, including monuments, please see the relevant 

sections of the report. 
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1. Statutory Designations 

1.1 National Heritage List for England 

The following text is taken verbatim from the online Historic England National Heritage List for England. 

Oxford Heritage Partnership is not responsible for the contents of this listing or any errors therein, 

including typographical and spelling errors. For information on corrections and minor amendments, 

please see: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/minor-amendments/. 

Grade: I 
List entry number: 1048567 
Date first listed: 22 April 1950 
 
Description: Church. Late C13 cruciform plan with tower; chancel extended in C15; C15 chapels 

and aisles; restored by G.E Street 1857 and extended one bay to west in 1877 by W. 

Butterfield. Coursed and random limestone rubble; limestone ashlar to C15 north and south 

chapels; sheet metal roof, stone slates to transepts. Cruciform plan with tower over crossing. 

Geometrical style east window by G.E Street, c.1857; offset corner buttresses; south wall of 

chancel has C15 four-centred moulded blocked doorway, offset buttress and C15 three-light 

window, also to north wall. G.E Street heightened chancel and inserted late C13 style clerestory 

windows. North chapel of chancel has C15 offset buttresses, one C15 two-light and two C15 

three-light square-headed windows and mid C19 inserted pointed roll-moulded doorway. Similar 

windows without label moulds and with gargoyles to parapet of south chapel. South transept 

has pointed moulded doorway of c.1877, offset buttresses, left angle buttress having mid C18 

wall tablet; C13 lancet in west wall, four-light late C13 style south window of c.1857; chapel to 

east has one C15 two-light and one C15 three-light window, parapet continued through to south 

chapel. North transept has offset corner buttresses, hood moulds over C15 three-light north 

window and two-light east window. 

North wall of nave has pointed arches over two C15 four-light windows; C15 sacristy has 

quatrefoil window and chamfered four-centred window to east, label mould over mid C19 three-

light north window in C15 style, and, one-light window adjoining C15 chamfered square-headed 

west doorway. South wall of nave has similar aisle and clerestory windows and C18 wall tablet 

to east. C15 porch removed from original central position to west end by Butterfield, 1877; reset 

C15 south doorway with carved leaf spandrels and C15 ribbed door. West wall of nave rebuilt in 

1877 by Butterfield, has C15 style four-light windows to aisles, offset buttresses and two reset 

late C13 two-light transomed windows. Tower over crossing has late C13 two-light windows, 

polygonal stair-turret to south west and corbel table to crenellated parapet. Gabled roof, except 

lean-to aisle and chapel roofs. 

Interior: chancel has fine reredos, Minton tile floor, altar rail and benches of c.1857. Late C14 

stalls with bench-end and misericord carvings. Alabaster effigy of Sir William Fitzwarin, d.1361, 

and his wife to north, formerly with canopy. C13 piscina, wall monument to William Wilmot, 

d.1684, and signed by William Bird of Oxford. North wall has four-centred moulded doorway 

with C15 ribbed door, and aedicule with scrolled pediment framing wall tablet with date 1621 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/minor-amendments/
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above. Six bay arch-braced collar-truss roof of c.1857 above clerestory inserted by Street. C15 

two bay arcade and C15 screen and door with one-light cinquefoil-headed divisions to south 

chapel, which has two C15 piscinas, early C19 and C18 wall tablets. 

Late C13 two-bay arcade and screen of c.1857 to south transept, which has mid C19 pews and 

late C14 four-bay arch-braced collar-truss roof with carved bosses, collar purl in and cornices. 

North wall of chancel has C15 two bay arcade and C15 screen and door, with one-light 

cinquefoil-headed division to north chapel which has wall brasses to William Willmott, d.1621 

and to a priest c.1330; C15 lean-to roof; C13 south respond with stiff-leaf capitals and C15 two-

bay arcade to north transept. 

North transept wall brasses to Sir Ives Fitzwarin, 1414, and of C15 priest, and wall tablets to 

John Stevens, d.1750 and Edward Moulden, d.1744; similar four bay roof as to south transept. 

Crossing has late C13 triple-chamfered arches on clustered columns. Nave has mid C19 pews. 

Pulpit of 1857, possibly by G.E Street, mid C19 pews and 'splendid' (Pevsner) chandelier dated 

1711; late C13 four bay arcade extended one bay to west c.1857; C15 nine bay hammerbeam 

roof on carved corbels extended to west (by two bays) c.1857. North aisle has C15 piscina. 

South aisle has octagonal font with cover possibly by Street, wall tablets to John Watson, d. 

1784, and John Stamp, d.1729, and his wife, by John Townsend Jun; mid C19 lean-to roof; 

brass to Walter Talbot d.1522, and two wives. Mid/late C19 stained glass: C15 St Stephen in 

west lancet window of south transept, and heraldic shields. South chapel of chancel given as a 

chantry in mid C15 by the Trades Guilds of Wantage and restored in late C19 in memory of 

Rev. W.J Butler. North chapel of chancel was chantry chapel of the Fitzwarin family 

1.2 Conservation area 

The church of SS Peter and Paul is located within the Wantage town centre conservation area. 

There is no character appraisal for the area.  
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2. Historical Context 

2.1 Wantage 

The town of Wantage is located in the Vale of the White Horse; although it is now within 

Oxfordshire, the town was part of Berkshire until 1974. There is archaeological evidence of 

human occupation in the Neolithic (flints) and the Iron Age (pottery), but the extent of this early 

settlement is unknown. A Romano-British settlement was present from the 1st century, lying at 

the junction of the Icknield Way, and a Roman road running SW from a crossing of the Ock at 

Frilford. Holbrook et al suggest this settlement consisted of plots fronting the Roman road, with 

houses on the road frontage and agricultural land and private burial areas to the rear. The 

settlement may have acted as a market centre, and was of sufficiently high status even by the 

late 1st century to attract fine imported pottery and amphorae.1 Buildings were in stone by the 

late 3rd/early 4th century: a granary of this date was excavated in 1993-4, and a domestic 

property in 1996-8.2   

 

Little is known about early Saxon Wantage, but it is reasonable to assume that it retained some 

degree of importance, perhaps continuing as a market centre. A minster church seems to have 

existed by the 8th century.3 Settlement features dating from the 7th-9th centuries have been 

excavated, with finds including sherds of imported Northern French Black Ware.4 This area of 

the Berkshire downs was disputed between the kingdoms of Mercia and Wessex and seems not 

to have definitively fallen under West Saxon control until the 840s, if Asserôs statement that King 

Alfred was born in the ñvilla regiaò called ñUuanatingò in ñBerrocscireò in 849 is to be believed.5 

The town is not mentioned again by Asser, but it seems likely that its position gave it a role in 

operations against the Danes in the 870s; Alfred would go on to bequeath his estate there to his 

wife Ealhswith in his will in c.889.6  In 997 the town was the venue for a meeting of the Witan 

under King Ethelred. By 1086, the royal manor at Wantage was worth £66 and had 89 

households, of which there were 37 freemen, 47 cottagers and 5 slaves.  

 

The manor remained a royal possession until Richard I granted it to Baldwin de Béthune, earl of 

Aumale. In 1203, Aumaleôs daughter, Alice, married William Marshal with Wantage forming part 

of her dowry. The Marshal family, later earls of Pembroke and Earls Marshal of England, 

remained overlords until 1306 when overlordship returned to the Crown. William Marshall had 

granted rights to the manor to Fulk FitzWarin by 1224, and the FitzWarins remained lords of the 

manor until the death of Edward FitzWarin, earl of Bath, without male heirs in 1637. Although it 

ought to have passed to his cousin, Henry, the new earl seems to have renounced his rights in 

favour of Edwardôs three daughters. Their heirs subsequently agreed to exchange their part 

 
1 https://www.oxoniensia.org/volumes/1996/holbrook.pdf 
2 https://www.oxoniensia.org/volumes/2001/barber.pdf 
3 J Blair, Building Anglo Saxon England (Princeton University Press, 2018) p.334 
4  ibid p. 158 
5 W.H Stevenson,  Asserôs Life of King Alfred (Oxford, 1904) p.1 
6 Keynes and Lapidge, Alfred the Great: Asser's Life of King Alfred and other contemporary sources 
(Penguin, 1983) p. 177 
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shares in various manors with the result that Wantage ended up the property of Sir Bourchier 

Wrey. It was then sold to John Doyley who, as a result of financial difficulties, surrendered it to 

Thomas earl of Bradford. Bradford in turn sold it to Thomas Giles of Wantage in 1763. From 

Giles it passed to his relative Samuel Worthington; the Worthingtonôs held the manor until 1820 

when it was sold to John Bunn. It was sold again in 1825 to Sir H W Martin. Martinôs daughter, 

Catherine Elizabeth May, sold the manor to the Wantage Town Commissioners in 1868 to be 

held by trustees for the benefit of the urban district council.  

 

There are records of a fair being held at Wantage dating back to 1213 and the right to hold a 

market in town seems to date back to William Marshalôs grant of the manor to Fulk FitzWarin. 

The town grew up around the large market place east of the church, with roads radiating out 

from this point - Wallingford Street, Newbury Street, Grove Street (formerly Low Hill or Abingdon 

Street), and Faringdon or Mill Street. As well as being a significant market town, Wantage 

historically had a number of local industries including medieval cloth making and, in the 18th 

century, three tallow chandleries, four tanneries, twine and sacking factories working with hemp, 

milling, and malting.7 The construction of the railway line between London and Bristol largely 

destroyed these industries, as it passed by Wantage stopping instead at Faringdon. Some 

economic relief was, however, provided in 1847 by the opening of a foundry making agricultural 

tools.8  

 

ñBlack Wantageò of the 18th and 19th-centuries had a reputation as a decidedly disreputable 

market town rife with high crime rates, pedlars, hawkers, bear-baiting and cock-fighting. With a 

thriving malting trade, it is perhaps unsurprising that there were both numerous inns and a 

thriving cottage industry in home-brewing . Contemporaries ascribed the ills of the town to a lack 

of resident gentry, low educational take-up, and spiritual neglect.9 Wantage had, according to 

one anonymous travel writer, been ñone of those places which have commonly become an 

apanage to some cathedral stall, or a fat gift for some favoured pluralistéò. He went on to tell of 

the Dean of St Georgeôs Chapel, Windsor who arrived twice a year to receive his tithes and 

departed ñwithout leavingéhis blessing behind him.ò10 The arrival of William John Butler as 

vicar in 1847 was viewed as a positive for the parish, although there was an accompanying rise 

in nonconformism and some antagonism did arise between the two parties.11  

 

Poet Laureate John Betjeman was resident in Wantage, at The Mead, from 1951; the house 

remained his primary residence until his death in 1984. Betjeman remains an important local 

figure; the local Millenium Park is dedicated to him and the Vale and Downland Museum on 

Church Street has a bust honouring him.   

 

By the early-20th century the townôs economy was largely based on the market and trades 

supporting local agriculture; into the 21st century many residents commute to Swindon, Didcot, 

 
7 Agnes Gibbons and E C Davey, Wantage Past and Present (1901), pp. 88-89. 
8 Wantage Past and Present (1901), pp. 95-6. 
9 Arthur John Butler, Life and Letters of William John Butler (1897), pp. 55-6. 
10 Bristol Times and Mirror, Saturday 4 December 1847, p. 4. 
11 See for example Arthur John Butler, Life and Letters of William John Butler (1897), pp. 84-5. 
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or Oxford. From the mid-20th century the town expanded significantly, and substantial 

development continues in the area today.  
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2.2 Wantage SS Peter and Paul 

2.2.1 Archaeology 

 
Above: Sketch of the grammar school as it appeared in 1816 (image in the possession of the PCC).  

 

A small church is known to have existed prior to the construction of the present church, and is 

specifically mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. It is probable that this was the Saxon 

minster church of the 8th century. It must have had a substantially larger precinct than the 

present small churchyard; archaeology to the east at nos 19 and 20 Church Street has revealed 

linear ditches and human remains that suggest these plots were part of the original 

churchyard.12 It remained under royal patronage until gifted to the Abbey of Le Bec-Helloin by 

Henry I.  This early church was superseded by the construction of the present church, beginning 

in the 13th-century, and subsequently became the chapel of St Mary, remaining in use as such 

until the 16th-century. In his Itinerary, John Leland observed that: 

 

 Ther be 2. Churches in this market toune in one chirche yarde, but the one is but a  

chapelle.13 

 

The location of the chapel is unknown. It has been posited that it was on the south side of the 

churchyard (the site of what would later be a grammar school) but local tradition in the 1850s 

 
12 See Oxon HER 29390 
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MOX27777&resourceID=1033  
13 Lucy Toulmin Smith (ed), The itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543, vol. 5 (1907-
10), p. 79.  

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MOX27777&resourceID=1033
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placed a chantry in the north-east/east of the churchyard near the King Alfredôs Head pub.14 It is 

unlikely that both are correct: if there had been a freestanding chantry chapel in addition to the 

two churches when Leland visited in the 1530s - and any chantry would have been established 

by that date - it seems unlikely that he would have omitted such a notable feature. A ñLatinò or 

grammar school was created to the south of the church between 159715 and 161916. A 1816 

drawing of it shows a highly domestic building, largely Elizabethan in character. This may be  

the early church, heavily rebuilt, or even an entirely new structure reusing older material. The 

parish diary account of the demolition of the school in 1850 supports the latter, and refers both 

to its Elizabethan appearance and the extensive reused material:  

 

Old Grammar School begun to be pulled down, built of very bad stuff, with a quantity of Perpendicular 

Window heads &c. The building evidently was not earlier than the latter of Queen Elizabeth. If ever there 

was a Chantry on the site of the buildings lately pulled down in front of K. A.ôs Head I should think that it 

been pulled down & the materials used in building the Gr. School, wh will account for Perpend. Window 

heads, sills, james &c. as I suppose the Grammar School was certainly built when the reforming spirit of 

demolition was strong since the finials and other portions of the Fitzwarren Tomb & other ornamental 

portions of the Ch. & probably what was part of a Norman Altar or Altar Tomb were found broken up & 

used in the walls. I cannot help thinking too that the Old Norman Door was once the Western door of the 

Church, taken out probably when the addition of clerestory &c in 3rd pointed required those three buttress 

to support the western end.17 

 

An ñEnglishò school for poor boys to learn reading and writing was established in 1604; this is 

likely the school for which the ñnew schoolhouseò mentioned in 1619 was erected.18 In 1711, the 

English School for boys seems to have been displaced by a schoolmistress teaching poor girls. 

An attempt was made to revive the education of poor boys in 1715 and, in 1732, it was resolved 

that the ñthe schoolhouse lately built in the churchyardò should be finished and a master 

installed. It is unclear precisely where both the c.1619 and c.1732 schools were, but the first 

edition OS map (surveyed 1808-1818) appears to show three distinct structures south of the 

church within the churchyard that are the most likely candidates. The girlsô school was 

refounded in 1763 but appears to have continued to make use of its former building; it continued 

until the foundation of a National School in 1849.  The grammar school closed in 1832 when the 

schoolmaster retired with one pupil on the register - it was noted to consist of a schoolroom and 

 
14 Here, local tradition may be confusing the Fitzwarin chantry with a freestanding structure.  The tradition 

is mentioned in Wantage Parish Diaries, Royal Berkshire Archives (RBA), D/P143/28/1 (a copy of 
transcriptions by Audrey J Verdin is held by the parish), p. 68. 
15 At that date an Act of Parliament established a corporate body to manage the lands that had been 

gifted to Wantage for public use including poor relief, education, and road repairs. 
16 When records relating to town lands recorded the existence of ñnew schoolhouseò, Charity 
Commissionerôs Reports vol LXXVII (1908), pp. 517.  NB: it is not clear whether this is referring to the 
grammar school or the English school 
17 Wantage Parish Diary. 
18 An overview of the boysô and girlsô English schools is provided in Charity Commissionerôs Reports vol 
LXXVII (1908), pp. 517-18 although, being more concerned with bequests and the terms of foundations, it 
is tantalisingly unclear on the subject of the location and extent of the various schoolrooms within the 
churchyard.  
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schoolmasterôs lodgings.19 The boysô English school continued in operation until the opening of 

the new grammar school in 1850. 

 

Despite the outstanding questions about the exact form of the schools in the churchyard, it is 

clear that standing c.11th and c.15th century material was demolished before or in 1850; the 

exception being a Norman doorway relocated to the new King Alfred Grammar School. There 

are likely to be extensive archaeological remains in the churchyard relating both to the early 

church/Saxon minster and the later schools.  

2.2.2 Present church 

By the early 13th century Wantage was a prebendal church of Salisbury Cathedral, part of the 

benefice of Ogbourne and still under the patronage of a cell of Bec Abbey at Ogbourne. A 

vicarage worth c.£12 annually had been instituted in 1208; the same charter giving the benefice 

the status of a peculiar.20 The benefice was a reasonably wealthy one, worth £70 annually in 

1291 - the equivalent of fourteen yearôs income for a skilled craftsman.21 It seems to have been 

this wealth and status that triggered the erection of a new church to replace the old Saxon one. 

Work began in the mid-13th century, the new church being cruciform with an aisleless nave, an 

external tower stair at the south west corner of the tower, and with shallow chapels projecting 

from the east walls of both transepts, similar to those at Uffington. The south transept arcade, 

the transept west walls, and the central tower remain from this date, but several phases of 

rebuilding and restoration have replaced much of the rest of the original building.  

 

The four-bay aisles were added around c.1300, at which date the chancel may also have been 

lengthened by one bay. In 1422 the advowson was given to the royal chapel at Windsor, and it 

was around this time that the north transept was partially rebuilt. Between 1450 and 1500, the 

nave roof was raised with the addition of the clerestory and the church refenestrated, new south 

chapels were erected adjoining the chancel and south transept for the town guilds, the chancel 

was rebuilt and a vestry added. The rebuilding of the chancel included insertion of a new east 

window and the reuse of the stone of the old east window to form a chancel clerestory.22   

 

Slightly later in the same period, c.1500, the north (Fitzwarin) chapel was erected and the south 

porch was added. The north porch is also typically attributed to this period; however there is no 

primary or stylistic evidence of this. Photographs dating to c.1857-75 show the structure as a 

fairly crude one with a small round north window and a single width plain doorway in the east 

wall. These photographs show no evidence of a blocked doorway in the north elevation. It 

seems likely that the structure was originally intended as a store or possibly bier house.23 

Streetôs plans as drawn up in 1855 clearly show that he intended to replace this structure with 

 
19 Charity Commissionerôs Reports vol LXXVII (1908), pp. 505. 
20 Page, Ditchfield et al  'Parishes: Wantage', in A History of the County of Berkshire: Volume 4, (London, 
1924), available at  https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/berks/vol4/pp319-332  
21 Denton, Jeff et al. Taxatio. (The Digital Humanities Institute, Sheffield, 2014). Available at 
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/taxatio  
22 See account of early Street investigations in the The Ecclesiologist vol.13 1852 
23 See Picture Oxon https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0119889  

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/berks/vol4/pp319-332
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/taxatio
https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0119889
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an entirely new porch, which suggests that he found the existing structure inadequate for that 

purpose.24 Streetôs work varied somewhat in the execution in 1857, and the existing north 

structure appears to have survived unaltered until the Butterfield works of 1881.  

 

The 16th-century undoubtedly saw the removal of the rood loft, images and altars in the 

aftermath of religious reformation. Some of the material removed appears to have been 

repurposed in the new grammar school. The 17th and 18th centuries saw the usual 

accumulation of galleries and box pews in the church building, with a substantial reseating 

occurring in 1735.25  

 

Wantage suffered from considerable spiritual neglect in the 18th and early-19th centuries, 

perhaps connected to the lack of conventional archidiaconal oversight due to its lingering status 

as a peculiar. Incumbents were rarely present in the parish, visiting only a couple of times a 

year in order to collect the tithe. The arrival of William John Butler as vicar in 1847 brought a 

reforming zeal to the parish. Butler was an adherent of the Oxford Movement, a favorite of 

Bishop Samuel Wilberforce, and regular correspondent with John Keble.26 He was deeply 

concerned about the influence of non-conformists both in terms of congregation size and 

education, foreseeing that ñthe battle of the Church would be fought in the Schools.ò27 During his 

incumbency he promoted education and teacher training, founded the Community of St Mary 

the Virgin, and transformed Wantage into a ñmodel Tractarian parishò28.  

 

Butlerôs high churchmanship was not always welcomed in the town. In 1852, against the 

backdrop of wider anti-Catholic feeling in England, a heated vestry meeting to discuss proposed 

restoration and reseating of the church ended with the rejection of the plans. Opposition 

covered everything from accusations of Popery to objections over the loss of doors from 

individual pews.29 Despite the opposition, restoration work was clearly necessary as, by the 

1850s, the church was beginning to decay. Mullions were crumbling and patched with plaster 

and painted wood, the roofs were leaking and, to the reforming eye, the interior was ñchokedò 

with high box pews and galleries which impeded views of the vicar.30 The dark corners of the 

 
24 Plans of the Street works are held by Lambeth Palace Library, ICBS 4906 (these can be accessed 
online via https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet) and RBA, D/P143/6/15. 
25 During the 19th-century reseating of the church, text was found under the planks of one of the pews 
stating ñthis church was re-pewed 1735 Knapp & Eldridge Churchwardensò. See Wantage Parish Diary, 
RBA D/P143/28/2 (a copy of transcriptions by Audrey J Verdin is held by the parish). 
26 Herring, G.  (2004, September 23). Butler, William John (1818ï1894), dean of Lincoln. Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography. Retrieved 5 Dec. 2025, from 
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-
4219.  
27 Life and Letters of W J Butler p. 128  
28 Herring 2004 op.cit. 
29 The vestry meeting is described in detail in Life and Letters of William John Butler (1897), pp. 83-6 and 
in the Wantage Parish Diary.  
30 Account of the reopening of the church after restoration in Jacksonôs Oxford Journal, Saturday 1 
August 1857, p.5; transcripts of faculty petition to enlarge the church (1854) held in the parish records 
and RBA D/P143/6/14/1-2, faculty entered in the Diocesan faculty register, Oxfordshire History Centre, 

https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-4219
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-4219
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galleries encourage irreverent behaviour and, combined with the high pews, required the 

officiants to strain to be heard by the congregation with the result that they ñfrequently suffered 

from hoarseness and other bronchial afflictions.ò31 Work on the church finally began in May 

1856 when the chancel was partitioned from the tower to allow services to continue during 

building works, and the west gallery organ was taken down to make room for more seats.32  

 

 
Above: Plan showing the G E Street reordering and restoration; note the proposed north porch which was not 

completed. Reproduced with permission from the Royal Berkshire Archives, catalogue ref: D/P143/6/15. A working 

version of this plan was submitted to the ICBS in 1855 and can be viewed online using 

https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet. There is no difference in seating layout between the plans. 

 

Work at the church continued for over a year - with some ongoing complaints over Popery and 

the removal of pew doors - according to designs drawn up by G E Street. The main contractors 

for the work were Messrs Kent of Wantage, with glass by Hardman & Co and Minton flooring. 

When the church reopened on 30 July 1857, the galleries and pews had been removed and 

replaced with a combination of benches and chairs in every available space (including the 

chapels), the chancel roof had been raised, a new east window installed inspired by the remains 

 
DIOC/2/D/1/7 f. 97. Plans showing the seating layout prior to the removal of the box pews and galleries is 
held at RBA D/P143/6/1/1-2. 
31 Faculty Petition to Enlarge the Church (1854).  
32  Wantage Parish Diary, RBA D/P143/28/2 (a copy of transcriptions by Audrey J Verdin is held by the 
parish). 

https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet
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of a window that had been found in embedded in the chancel walls a few years earlier, a new 

window had been installed in the south transept, and a new entrance created in the south wall 

of the transept, the flooring had been replaced throughout, and nave roof had been ñthrown 

openò by the removal of the ceiling. Iron stalls were placed under the tower; a new stone and 

alabaster pulpit was installed in the nave, and a new reredos in the chancel. Stone work repairs 

had been carried out as necessary.33 The scheme provided seats for 656 adults and 217 

children, the latter in the north and south chapels. Many seats were still appropriated as private 

pews.  

 

 
Above: Plan showing the reseating of the church when it was extended westwards in 1881. The north ñporchò is 

shown blocked off to allow the north aisle to be fully seated. There is no indication that buttresses or enlarged north 

window shown in this plan were ever added to the porch structure; nor was the large west window to the nave. 

Reproduced with permission from the Royal Berkshire Archives, catalogue ref: D/P143/6/2. 

 

The 1857 scheme was soon outgrown. Plans were produced for the enlargement of the church 

by April 1877 when a vestry resolution passed to form a committee to fundraise and apply for a 

faculty; the work was to include new sittings and rearrangement of existing seats.34 It was noted 

in the parish diary that there was ñas usualéa lack of enthusiasm, though no oppositionò from 

the attendees. Unsurprisingly, given the lack of local drive for the project, the enlargement was 

not begun let alone complete by the time that Reverend Butlerôs incumbency ended with his 

appointment as a resident canon of Worcester in January 1881. Butler was replaced by 

 
33 Jacksonôs Oxford Journal, Saturday 1 August 1857, p.5. 
34 The faculty issued in 1877 is preserved in the Diocesan faculty register, Oxfordshire History Centre, 
DIOC/2/D/1/9, f. 317.  
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Reverend Thomas Henry Archer Houblon in the same month, and the concrete bed for the 

foundations was laid in July of that year.35 The new work was carried out by Messrs Whiting, 

Gregorys and Stroud of Wantage, according to the designs of William Butterfield. It included the 

addition of a new bay at the west end of the nave to provide an additional 150 seats, the 

reconfiguration of the Street seating scheme, the closing off of the north door in the north aisle, 

and the relocation of the south porch to the south west corner. The total cost was £1335, and 

the reopening service took place on 22 December 1881.36 It likely also included minor works to 

refenestrate the north ñporchò structure.  

  

Reverend Houblon seems to have had a particular interest in the bells and, in particular, in 

increasing the ring from six to eight. When work was first started, however, it was discovered 

that the condition of the frame and the tower itself was too poor to be able to support an 

enlarged ring. A larger project was therefore required to restore the belfry, rehang the existing 

bells and add two new tenors. The architect for the project was George Gilbert Scott Jr; the 

work to the tower was carried out by Messrs Wheeler and Son of Wantage, and the rehanging 

work was carried out by Messrs Blackburn and Greenleaf of Salisbury. A dedication service for 

the new bells and belfry took place on 29th December 1892.37 The final major 19th-century 

restoration/reordering project took place in 1895 when the chapels on the south side of the 

chancel were re-established by G F Bodley as a single memorial chapel to the late Reverend 

William Butler, with glazing by Burlison and Grylls.38 A second altar was installed in the mid-20th 

century.  

 

In 1926 a minor reordering of the chancel took place, with the installation of oak panelling to the 

east wall bearing the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lordôs Prayer, the gilding and 

painting of the reredos, and the provision of oak riddel posts adorned with angels. The work was 

conducted to the designs of Mr W Bucknall in memory of Reverend John Ormond and his wife.39 

In 1938, the decision was taken to reopen the blocked north aisle door and convert the ñporchò 

into a choir vestry, in accordance with the plans of Mr E Ravencroft of Reading.40  

 

Permission was granted for a number of alterations to the south chapel/s in 1956 including 

removal of the altar step in the Lady Chapel, removal of a wooden reredos and tabernacle, 

placement of an aumbry in the east wall of the Lady Chapel and replacement of the Lady 

Chapel altar with an altar ñonce in the Chapel of the Good Shepherdò, a mission chapel on 

 
35 Wantage Parish Diary, RBA D/P143/28/6 (a copy of transcriptions by Audrey J Verdin is held by the 
parish). 
36 Reading Mercury, Saturday 24 December 1881, p. 4.  
37 Reading Mercury, Saturday 31 December 1881, p. 4. 
38 The original faculty granted in 1894 refers to restoring and improving the ñsouth-eastò chapel which 
would indicate only the present Lady Chapel. However, a uniform design has clearly been provided 
across both the chancel south and south transept east chapels. A plaque commemorating the work is 
installed on the wall of the chapel. 
39 Faculty dated 16 March 1926, in papers held by parish.  
40 The faculty dater 23 May 1938 refers to the structure as a porch but, as discussed elsewhere, there is 
no evidence that it had been used as such. 
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Grove Street that was closed around this time. This work was carried out in memory of three 

vicars; Reverends Ponsonby, Robinson, and Shedden.  

 

Work in the second half of the 20th century included the reflooring of the church in 1972, and  

the sale of twelve free standing pine pews in 1993.41 The number of pews in the church appears 

to have been steadily reduced over the course of the 20th century, with the result that by this 

point the seating scheme bore little resemblance to that installed by G E Street and modified by 

Butterfield. The north choir vestry was converted to toilets in 1995. A new organ with fine 

casework by Kenneth Jones was installed at the west end of the nave in 1997. In 1998 a faculty 

was granted for reordering to designs by the Brown Matthews Partnership. It included the 

improvement of the entrance via the south transept by the provision of a lobby and ramp, and of 

the south porch access. The choir was moved to the west end and provided with new stalls. 

Cupboards were installed at the west end of the church and in the Fitzwaryn chapel, and the 

north transept was converted to provide a kitchen area and store rooms. The building was also 

rewired, new lighting provided, and parts of the heating system relocated.  

 

Work in the early 21st-century has included the introduction of a nave altar, sedilia, lectern and 

credence table in 2003, and the removal of junior choir stalls c. 2020.   

2.3 Parish Timeline 

 

8th century   Probable Saxon minster (stonework survives from a preaching cross of  

this period) 

849   King Alfred born in Wantage 

997   Witan meets at Wantage 

1086   First reference to a church at Wantage given in the Domesday Book 

Early-12th century Advowson gifted by crown to the Abbey of le Bec-Helloin 

1207   Fitzwarins gain possession of the manor and advowson 

1208   Vicarage instituted; worth £12 a year 

c.1250   Cruciform church with crossing tower, external tower stair and transept  

chapels constructed alongside earlier church. Font of this period. 

c. 1300  Addition of nave arcades and aisles, extension of chancel, and  

reroofing 

c. 1400  Transepts reroofed 

1422   Advowson granted to the Royal Chapel at Windsor; north transept rebuilt  

around this time 

1450-1500  Nave clerestory added with new roof; refenestration; south chapels  

constructed adjoining the chancel and south transept for the Town Guilds;  

chancel rebuilt to add arcades and clerestory, misericords of this date; 

vestry added to north of chancel. 

c.1500   North (Fitzwarin) Chapel constructed; south porch added. 

 
41 The fact that the faculty refers to pine pews suggests that these seats were not part of the G E Street 
scheme.  
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1535-1542  John Leland refers to two churches in the churchyard; one in use as a  

chapel 

c.1550   Burial of stone altar slab; removal of rood loft, images etc 

c. 1597   Grammar school established in churchyard  

17th-century  Transept ceilings pargetted 

1735   Church is reseated  

c. 1808  Three structures within churchyard to the south of the church (likely the  

three schools) 

1824   North aisle roof raised 3ft for a new gallery 

1847   Reverend William John Butler appointed vicar of the parish 

1850   Old grammar school building demolished 

1857   Reordering scheme designed by G E Street including new east window,  

new chancel roof, new flooring throughout, removal of nave ceiling, new  

seating scheme, new pulpit and reredos, new south entrance created in  

south wall of south transept 

Jan 1881  W J Butler resigns; Rev Thomas Henry Archer Houblon appointed as  

vicar 

1881   Nave lengthened by William Butterfield extends nave one bay westward,  

south porch relocated, north door blocked off, seating reconfigured, new 

cover provided for font. Churchyard closed for burials.  

1892   Restoration of belfry and augmentation of ring under George Gilbert Scott  

junior 

1895   South chapels reestablished by G F Bodley as a memorial to Reverend  

Butler 

1926   Reordering of the chancel includes new oak panelling at the east end,  

and gilding and painting of the reredos in memory of Reverend John 

Ormond and wife 

1938   North door reopened, north ñporchò structure converted to choir vestry 

1939   Bells rehung 

1956   Minor reordering of south chapels 

1972   Church refloored 

c.1984   Carpeted dais installed in tower crossing 

1992    Dais removed from crossing 

1993   Sale of 12 pews 

1995   Conversion of north choir vestry to toilets 

1997   New organ installed with casework by Kenneth Jones 

1998   Reordering of church by Brown Matthews Partnership including  

improvement of south transept and south porch entrance, installation of 

kitchen area and storage, cupboards at west and north chapel; new choir 

stalls at west end of nave 

2003   New nave altar and associated furnishings 

2020   Removal of junior choir stalls from chancel 
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3. Architects and Craftsmen 

3.1 George Edmund Street 

A prolific architect and leading figure of the later period of the Gothic Revival, Street was 

educated in schools at Mitcham and Camberwell and as a young man worked for his fatherôs 

London law firm for a year before leaving to pursue his architectural ambitions. He was articled 

to the antiquarian architect Owen Carter for two years, and worked as his assistant for a further 

year before securing a position in George Gilbert Scottôs office in 1844, alongside William White 

and George Frederick Bodley.42  

 

In 1849 he left Scott to set up his own practice, which was based in Wantage in an office on the 

north side of the churchyard from 1850 to 1852, then in Oxford between 1852 and 1856. In 1850 

at the age of just 26, he was appointed Oxford diocesan architect43; a role which included 

commissions of his own as well as checking the work of fellow architects submitted to the 

Diocesan Church Building Society. He would continue to hold the position until his death in 

1881.  

 

Some of Streetôs early work has much in common with the more purist early Gothic Revival, 

faithfully reproducing English Decorated style; some (and increasingly more as his career 

progressed) was much freer, using Gothic proportions and forms but with a vigour and 

occasional flamboyance reflective of the confidence and technical skill of the age. This is 

particularly true of his larger brick-built urban and suburban churches, such as All Saints Boyne 

Hill (Maidenhead), Oxford SS Philip and James, and Sunningdale Holy Trinity. His new-build 

rural churches are simpler, with less surface decoration and more robust, almost primitive 

forms; Fawley St Mary has been cited by the Victorian Society as one of his best buildings in 

this category44 but it is perhaps a superfluous designation given the general quality of his work. 

Of a similarly high standard, though with some exceptions, is the detail and fitting out of these 

buildings.  

 

It is often reported of Street that ñhe would not even let his assistants design a keyholeò45. It is 

certain that Street exercised control over even the smallest elements of his projects, and that his 

capacity for producing drawings, notes and corrections was prodigious. However, the common 

 
42 David B. Brownlee, óStreet, George Edmund (1824ï1881)ô, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 
Oxford University Press, 2004; online edn, Jan 2008 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/26659, 
accessed 12 Oct 2017] 
43 C Brooks and A Saint, The Victorian Church: Architecture and Society (Manchester University Press, 
1995) p.167 
44 Victorian Society, óGeorge Edmund Streetô, undated online publication at 
http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/advice/ge-street-in-the-oxford-diocese/ [accessed 12 Oct 2017] 
45 Ibid. The origin of this claim is found in W R Lethaby, Philip Webb and his work (1935) in which 

Lethaby recounts a story told to him when he was working as a clerk to Norman Shaw; Shaw having been 
a chief assistant to Street. A variant on the story appears in a letter from Shaw to G E Streetôs son, Arthur, 
in which Shaw stated that óI am certain that during the whole time I was with him I never designed one 
single moulding.ô, Arthur Edmund Street, Memoir of George Edmund Street, RA (1888), p. 284. 

http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/advice/ge-street-in-the-oxford-diocese/
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emphasis on this quote risks oversimplifying the more nuanced reality of the design process in 

Streetôs office. A former client noted that he was open to the design suggestions of others and 

ódiscussed carefully points which were brought before him, accepting what was goodô. Even 

Norman Shaw described a design process that saw Streetôs assistants prepare the initial sheets 

of details that Street then corrected or added to; Shaw also noted that Street óhad often to alter 

or modify his work to suit the tastes or caprices of clientsô.46 The overall impression this gives is 

of a man with a perfectionistôs love of detail and desire to amend the work of others he 

considered insufficient, but not a man who was uniquely responsible for every design, no matter 

how small, issued by his office.  

 

Over his career Street was responsible for over c.110 new church buildings, c.180 church 

restorations and alterations, c.40 domestic buildings, and c.80 small public and educational 

buildings. These are conservative figures rather than exhaustive ones, and do not count his 

largest commission, the Royal Courts of Justice, which occupied most of the last decade of his 

life. Nonetheless they equate to one commission for every four weeks - a prodigious output for 

any practitioner of the time, let alone one as exacting as Street. Small wonder, then, that he 

died prematurely at the age of 57, having suffered two strokes. 

 

Street was responsible for the reordering and restoration of Wantage SS Peter and Paul in 

1857, detailed extensively elsewhere in this document. His other local works include the 

vicarage (1850), work at the former National School, the Convent of St Mary the Virgin (1855-6), 

and the later Chapel of St Mary Magdalene at the same convent (1858-60).  

3.2 William Butterfield47 

Born in London in 1814, William Butterfield was originally apprenticed to a builder before 

beginning architectural training at the age of 18. During his training, he spent time articled to E L 

Blackburne, an antiquarian architect, and at the office of Greek revivalists WIlliam and Henry 

Inwood. After a brief spell in Worcester from 1838, he returned to London in 1840 and set up 

practice in the city. His first major work was the Highbury Congregational Chapel, built in 1843 

for his uncle W D Wills. 

 

Despite coming from a nonconformist background, Butterfield is known for his involvement in 

the Ecclesiological Movement becoming, in the words of George Gilbert Scott, one of ñthe 

apostles of the high church schoolò. He joined the Cambridge Camden Society in 1844 and 

began working in the 14th-century English Gothic style favoured by the society and Pugin. He 

was heavily involved with the Instrumenta Ecclesiastica published by the Ecclesiological Society 

which allowed him to publish his metalwork and furnishing designs; these came to be favoured 

by high-church clergy and architects.  

 
46 Street, Memoir of George Edmund Street, pp. 278, 283-4 
47 This biography is derived from Hill, R.  (2004, September 23). Butterfield, William (1814ï1900), 
architect and designer. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. Retrieved 10 Dec. 2020, from 
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-
4228 
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Butterfield became a nationally renowned architect thanks to his design for All Saints, St 

Margaret Street, London which established the structural polychromy and continental Gothic 

that would become a defining feature of high Victorian architecture. In the 1850s and 1860s 

much of Butterfieldôs work was ecclesiastical, though he did carry out commissions for colleges 

and built an estate village in Yorkshire. During this period he further developed the 

polychromatic style first used at All Saints. He disliked both the publication of his work, the 

polychromy not displaying well in monochrome prints, and architectural competitions. He 

preferred to retain control over all aspects of his building design, discouraging individual design 

by his craftsmen. Of particular interest to him were metalwork and stained glass, the latter being 

integral to his polychrome interiors.  

 

Butterfieldôs work was unpopular with later critics of the high Victorian age, his building seen as 

epitomizing qualities that were seen as repressive and ugly. There is now a greater 

understanding of his designs and buildings, but he is still perhaps underappreciated in 

comparison with some of his contemporaries.  

 

Butterfield was a close friend of Reverend Butler, the incumbent at Wantage from 1847-1881. 

They worked together for four years to develop proposals and raise funds for the extension that 

was eventually completed in December 1881, sadly eleven months after Butlerôs resignation. 

Butterfield also built the first church on the site of Charlton Holy Trinity (1847-8), the cemetery 

chapel at Chain Hill (1850, now demolished), the Novitiate at the Convent (1874-8), and a 

dormitory block at St Maryôs School (1874-5).  

4. Churchyard 

The churchyard is sited to the west of the historic market place, and is crossed by a popular 

footpath linking the housing estates west of the Letcombe Brook with the town centre. 

Surrounding buildings are chiefly 18th and 19th century in character, in brick or rendered, and 

with the clay tile roofs that are typical of the area. The churchyard is surprisingly small, likely 

only representing around half of the original minster yard; human remains discovered during 

archaeological investigation at 19 and 20 Church Street suggest that this yard extended south 

of the present Church Street at the very least. Also present somewhere within this churchyard 

are the archeological remains of the Saxon minster church (see section 2.2.1, above). The 

present boundary is marked by a stone wall, which acts as a retaining wall for much of its 

length. The churchyard is grassed and kept mown, and there are a good number of mature 

native trees. Churchyard paths are paved with modern concrete flags; the southern path has 

had these let into an existing historic cobble surface.  

 

The churchyard is of high significance for its evidential, archaeological, and communal value.  
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Above: eastern approach to the church from the market square 

 
Above: view of  Church Street, which wraps around the southern half of the churchyard 
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Below: looking north along Church Street - note amount of soil retained by the churchyard wall

 
 

 
Above: north side of churchyard, looking east 

Below: wider view of north side of churchyard, looking east towards one of the listed lamposts 
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Above: south-west corner of churchyard, the probable site of the demolished earlier church.  
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4.1 Listed churchyard structures 

Lamp post approximately 30 metres north of church of St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1183224 

Description: Lamp post. Mid C19, Gas lantern on fluted cast-iron column. Good example. Included for 

group value.  

 

Chest tomb approximately 20 metres north east of west end of church St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1368472 

Description: Chest tomb. Mid C18. Limestone ashlar with moulded plinth, cornice to flat top, and corner 

balusters: illegible inscription panels, one to east end having coat of arms. 

 

Chest tomb approximately 10 metres north of north aisle of church of St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1048568 

Description: Chest tomb. Dated 1760. Limestone ashlar with moulded plinth, cornice to flat top and corner 

balusters. Fluted pilasters flank mainly illegible inscription panel. 

 

Lamp post approximately 10 metres north of church of St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1183228 

Description: Lamp post. Mid C19. Gas lantern on fluted cast-iron column. Good example. Included for 

group value. 

 

Headstone approximately 12 metres south of east end of church of St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1048569 

Description: Headstone. Edward Stroud, d.1693. Limestone with scrolled head and winged cherub's face 

over inscription panel with rhyme 

 

Headstone approximately 16 metres south east of south transept door of church of St Peter and St Paul 

Grade: II 

List entry number: 1183242 

Description: Headstone. Late C17. Limestone with scrolled head and decorative raised sides to inset 

panel.  
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5. Exterior 

5.1 South elevation 

Chancel, tower, and south transept of c.1250. Chancel possibly extended c.1300, at which point 

the south aisle was also added. South chapels erected between 1450-1500, at which time the 

chancel was refenestrated and a new clerestory added. Present south porch c.1500 but 

relocated westward in 1881 and containing a large amount of work of this period. The upper 

stage of the tower was heavily rebuilt in 1892. The primary entrance to the church is through the 

transept south door, added in 1857 by Street who also reroofed the chancel and refenestrated 

the chancel clerestory. There is no dominant feature or style on this elevation, which clearly 

demonstrates the evolution of the building over c.600 years of development. It is notable, 

however, that this evolution has obscured almost all evidence of the mid-13th century origin of 

the building - only a single lancet window in the west wall of the south transept remains of this 

period. The south elevation is of high significance for its evidential and architectural value.  

 

 
Above: 1843 Lithograph of south elevation of church by Relton - http://www.rareoldprints.com/p/26772  

http://www.rareoldprints.com/p/26772
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Above: south elevation as viewed from south-west corner of churchyard. Note the town war memorial in the 

foreground.  

Below: typical public view of the south elevation, glimpsed through the trees from Church Street.  
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5.2 West elevation 

Nave, aisles, and south porch. All essentially Butterfield, a product of his 1881 westward 

extension of the building, during which the 15th century two-storey south porch was relocated to 

its present position. The work is not of the best quality; three large relocated 15th century 

buttresses are set close together at the west end of the nave and the visual weight of them 

contrasts unfavourably with Butterfieldôs light and somewhat lifeless tracery. This elevation is 

the least prominent, shielded from view by mature trees along the boundary and having very 

little footfall.  

 

The west elevation is of moderate significance for its evidential value.  

 

 

 
Above: three relocated 15th century buttresses to the 1881 west wall of the nave, with a smaller relocated aisle 

buttress of similar date beyond.  
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Above: west end of extended south aisle (left) and the relocated porch (right). Note the relocated and reoriented aisle 

buttresses.  

Below: west end of north aisle 
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5.3 North elevation 

Tower, chancel, and north transept including small north transept chapel all of c.1250. Chancel 

extended c.1300, at which point the north aisle was added. North transept chapel and north 

window of transept remodelled c.1400-1450.  Sacristy, Fitzwarin chapel, chancel and nave 

clerestories added c.1450-1500. Structure now housing the WCs added in the 17th century, 

possibly as a store or bier house. Chancel reroofed and chancel clerestory refenestrated by 

Street 1857. West bays of nave and aisle 1881 by Butterfield, as is the fenestration to the north 

store/WC. Upper stages of the tower rebuilt in 1892.  

 

Like the south elevation, the north elevation demonstrates the evolution of this building across a 

huge span of time. Although its architectural merit is somewhat less than the main/south 

elevation, this is balanced by the legibility of the original (c.1250) form of the north transept and 

its small east chapel, which increases its evidential value. We therefore consider it to be of high 

significance  as a whole. 

  

 

 
Above: north elevation  
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5.4 East elevation 

 

Chancel with tower rising beyond of c.1250, flanking north sacristy and south chapels c.1450-

1500. The chancel was heavily remodelled by G. E. Street in 1857, and much of the current 

character of the elevation is down to his work, in particular the fine east window and its flanking 

buttresses. The east window of the Holy Souls chapel is also by Street; it replaced a large 

doorway for the town fire engine previously stored in the chapel.  

 

The south elevation is of high significance for its evidential and architectural value. 

 

 
Above: east elevation as viewed from approach along Market Place 
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6. Interior 

6.1 Nave 

 
Above: View from the west end of the nave looking east towards the crossing arch and chancel beyond 

 

Nave of c.1250,  five bays, the westernmost of which was added by William Butterfield in 1881. 

Pointed arcades with round columns and simple moulded capitals. The original arcades date to 

the early-14th century but the westernmost pair, together with both the eastern and western 

imposts carvings, are by Butterfield. Above the arcades is a late-15th century clerestory, 

symmetrical to both north and south, made up of four triple light trefoil headed windows. This 

appears to have been overhauled by Butterfield, and the westernmost pair of windows must be 

entirely his.  

 

The spectacular roof is of 11 bays/12 trusses with a heavily moulded three-tier wallplate. The 

nine easternmost bays appear to be entirely of the 15th century. The trusses are hammerbeam 

in form with moulded principals, carved foliate bosses, and carved grotesque masks. The long 

ashlar posts neatly frame the clerestory windows and are borne on well carved limestone corbel 

brackets chiefly depicting men and women in lay dress. There are a smaller number of beasts, 

and angels. The style of the headdresses depicted suggests a date c. 1460-1480 date; in 

particular the heart-shaped henin form which largely fell out of use by the 1470s. Modern tie 
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rods have been inserted to strengthen the structure. The two westernmost trusses and all 

associated framing/deck form part of the Butterfield works.  

 

 
Above: View from the crossing arch looking west along the nave towards the west wall and organ 

 

The walls are plastered and painted white with the exception of ashlar work and dressings. The 

floor is of modern limestone, laid in 1972.  

 

The west wall is largely obscured by the organ installed in 1997 in a grand timber case, 

decorated with foliate fretwork. Above it, a c.13th-century west window is visible; two large 

openings, each subdivided into four main lights with trefoil heads. The windows were relocated 

in 1881 when the nave was lengthened.   

 

To the east wall, a fine 13th-century arch of three orders leads into the crossing. The tower 

staircase projects into the nave at the south-east corner (see also section 6.7 South Transept); 

at height a blocked doorway is visible from within the staircase, its sill at the same height as the 

capitals of the arch. This likely served a rood screen, removed as part of the religious changes 

of the 16th century. There is no trace of the opening from the nave side.  

 

The nave is of high significance for its evidential and architectural value, particularly related to 

the exceptional roof structure.  
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6.2 South aisle 

 
Above: View looking east along the south aisle 

 

Aisle of five bays; originally constructed as four bays in the early-14th century and extended 

westwards by Butterfield in 1881. The floor and wall treatments match those in the nave. A 

simple lean-to roof structure, also by Butterfield; stained softwood, the principal members 

decorated modestly with a simple chamfer and the ashlar posts borne on plain limestone 

corbels. 

 

To the west wall, a window by Butterfield but in a 15th-century style. Four main cinquefoil 

headed lights. Below the window, low modern oak storage units date to the 1998 reordering of 

the church.  

 

To the west end of the south wall is a modern glazed timber lobby installed in 1998 and  

leading to the south porch relocated by Butterfield. East of the lobby and close by the font is a 

narrow doorway of c.1500 with a depressed arched head, leading to the stair up to the priests 

room over the south porch, relocated by Butterfield. The door itself is c.1881. To the east, two 

large matching late-15th century windows with triangular heads, the westernmost of which was 

moved eastwards by Butterfield to make way for the relocated south porch. The windows are of 

four main cinquefoil headed lights, each with two trefoil headed minor lights above.  
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To the east wall, a small pointed, 14th-century arch leads into the transept. At the north east 

corner, the mass of the tower stair projects into the aisle.  

 

The south aisle is of moderate -high significance for its evidential and architectural value, 

particularly related to the enlargement of the church c.1300, and the enlargement/remodelling of 

the church by Butterfield in 1881.  

 

 
Above: View looking west along the south aisle 
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6.3 North aisle 

 
Above: View looking west along the north aisle 

 

Originally constructed in the early-14th century and extended westwards by Butterfield in 1881. 

The structure and fenestration of the north aisle matches that of the south aisle; storage at the 

west end was also installed in 1998. In this aisle, the roof construction is completely hidden by a 

flat modern ceiling, painted white. Between the two aisle windows is a north doorway with an 

almost flat head. It is embellished on its north side with the Fitzwarin arms and those of the See 

of Canterbury suggesting a date between 1454-1486 when Thomas Bourchier, younger brother 

of William Bourchier Lord Fitzwarin, was Archbishop of Canterbury. Although it has been 

suggested that Archbishop Thomas was responsible for adding a north porch, there is no 

concrete evidence to support this theory: the northern extension does not appear to have 

originally been a porch and appears to be post-medieval (see section 6.12, below), and whilst 

the doorway dates to the mid-15th century it is unlikely to have been directly funded by the 

archbishop.48 The door itself is 19th century. This leads to a former store or bier house, 

converted to a choir vestry in 1938 and to toilets in 1995. To the east of the doorway, a 

 
48 Although Archbishop Thomas Bourchierôs brother was Lord Fitzwarin, the brother was the first member 
of the Bourchier family to hold that title. The archbishop was therefore not entitled to use the Fitzwarin 
arms, and certainly would not have done so in conjunction with the arms of the See of Canterbury. He 
used the Bourchier arms. He also had no direct personal connection to Wantage. However, the same 
combination of Fitzwarin and Canterbury heraldry is also seen in a window at Tawstock St Peter, where 
Lord Fitzwarin had his main home. It is most likely that at both churches Lord Fitzwarin was using 
heraldry to advertise his familial connection to the powerful Archbishop, similarly to the use of royal arms 
in the stained glass at Wantage SS Peter and Paul. 
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cinquefoil-headed holy water stoup. A childrenôs area has been created opposite the north door 

with removable foam matting. 

 

 
Above left : damaged carving of the Fitzwarin arms to north face of north doorway 

Above right: damaged carving to the north face of the north doorway with the arms of the See of Canterbury 

 

To the east wall, an arch leads to the transept. Unlike that to the south aisle, it is formed with 

imposts rather than full columns, stopped with shallowly carved heads. The arch head is similar 

in form to that of the main crossing arch and is likely the same date, earlier than that to the 

south aisle. At the south east corner of the aisle is a projecting mass of masonry, possibly a 

blocked rood stair.  

 

This aisle is of moderate significance for evidential value.  
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Above: View looking east along the north aisle  
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6.4 Crossing 

 
Above: View from the north transept looking south across the crossing 
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A fine muscular crossing dating to the mid-13th century, each arch of three orders giving the 

impression of the piers being huge clusters of columns. A small number of crosses have been 

incised into the plinths. Traditionally, these have been described as carved by men leaving on 

crusades. However, crusader crosses are now understood to largely be a myth; the crosses are 

likely to be a simple form of prayer carved by local residents. The ceiling is embellished with rib 

vaulting, added as part of the 1857 works by Street.49 The plain work is plastered and painted 

white. Modern spot lights have been fitted into the circular bell hatch at the centre of the 

vaulting. As in the nave and aisles the floor is of modern limestone slabs. High significance for 

architectural and evidential value.  

 

 

 
49 Account of church restoration in The Ecclesiologist vol.19 (1858), p. 130. 
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Above: Pier at the north west corner of the crossing with the pulpit attached to the west face. Note the vaulting added 

by Street in 1857.   
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6.5 North transept 

 
Above: View from the crossing into the north transept 

 

Transept originally of the 13th-century with later refenestration and rebuilding. The modern 

limestone floor continues from the crossing and aisle. As elsewhere in the building, the walls are 

plastered and painted white.The c.14-early 15th century roof is of four bays with two enormous 

canted tie beams, moulded principals and carved, sinuous foliate bosses. The common rafters 

are ceiled over with 17th century pargeting - stars with naive borders and four lobed daisy 

wheels. To the wallplates, oak blind tracery in a cinquefoil form. The roof structure and ceiling 

are of high significance for evidential value - pargetting is a particularly rare survival in 

ecclesiastical contexts in this area.  

 

To the north wall, a 15th-century window in a broad reveal; three cinquefoil-headed main lights 

with trefoil-headed minor lights above. To the west wall, the arched opening to the aisle (see 

above). To the east wall, an arcade opening to the Fitzwarin chapel and the small adjoining 

chapel. The stonework here is incoherent and seems to represent several phases of 

remodelling. It is likely that there was an arcade in this position c. 1250, mirroring that to the 

south transept, giving access to two shallow chapels.50 The clustered column with stiff leaf 

capital at the southern end of this arcade seems to be of this date, possibly with the springing 

above it. This arcade was replaced with an idiosyncratic Perpendicular version in the 15th 

 
50 This style of transept chapel arrangement can be seen just 7 miles to the west at Uffington St Mary; it is 
not implausible that two churches in relative proximity were originally designed along similar lines.   




































































































