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2025 was an exciting and active year in the life of our Parish. There’s been lots going on and
many new initiatives, far more than there is time to mention so please do take the time to
read the Annual Report as, however much you are already involved, there will still be things
that maybe you aren’t aware of. Saying that, it is important to remember that everything
depends on the generosity of you, the church members, so thank you to everyone for
offering your talents, giving your time, and donating money.

I’ll be focussing in on what have been three highlights for me in 2025. There’s been a
definite sense of excitement and growth, which will hopefully come through.

So, lets start by looking at how growth has been reflected in some numbers.



An important sign of growth was seen in the nine people who took the significant step of
confirmation. We also saw 20 baptisms during the year.
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The Electoral Roll was fully revised in 2025; the last full revision was pre-Covid in 2019. At last
year’s APCM we reported an overall increase compared with 2019, rising from 164 to 175.

That growth has continued with a further increase of 10 since then, so now stands at 185.

We shouldn’t become complacent though as numbers stood at 204 in 2015, something to aim
for and exceed by the time we undertake the next full revision in 2030.
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So, what about numbers at our three regular services on Sunday mornings?
This graph starts with numbers in 2019 - before Covid
Average total numbers across all three services then were 140

Unsurprisingly, numbers took a dip after Covid but have gradually built up again from 111 in
2022to0 137in 2025. So in 2025 we were just about back to where we were before pandemic.
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Looking at the individual services, there has been a lot of variation between the three services.
We’ve used the 2019 figures as our baseline.

The Red line shows what’s happened at the 8am service at the Parish Church. Traditionally
smaller numbers anyway meant it was popular immediately after Covid because it felt safer;
however, it has since fallen back to around 80% of the 2019 figures

The 9.15am service at Holy Trinity is shown by the blue line — about 40% did not return after
Covid but numbers have stayed broadly the same since, hovering around 60% of the pre-Covid
figure

The green line represents the 10.30am service at the Parish Church —this is where growth has
happened — numbers were back to pre-Covid figures by 2023 and now are 14% higher.

In 2025, the actual average numbers attending each service are shown on the right.
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This brings me to first of our three highlights — all that’s going on with children & young people.

There was great excitement and huge encouragement to get diocesan funding for our new
Children and Young People’s (CYP) minister position which James has taken on. This will fund
50% of the cost for five years.

Messy Church is just one initiative that is growing, James also launched Forest Church in 2025.
And, of course, Trinity Tots continues to flourish, with new faces appearing every time.

For the first time for quite a few years, there are regular activities for older children, in addition
to being in the choir or serving team. The Teens Bible Group meets every Monday, and the
teenagers themselves organised a prayer walk around Wantage.

Work within schools is expanding and is not limited to just the Church Primary School. Links
are being built with Stockham & Charlton Primary Schools, and for the first time with Fitzwaryn
School - Katherine visited the school last autumn and 2026 is already seeing Fitzwaryn
students involved in looking after the churchyard and helping to keep the church clean, and
they have just begun contributing to Around Table - there are some amazing cooks within their
student body!



REGULAR PRAYER & SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT GROUPS
[T NI ETIEY Emphasis on Julian prayer
prayer group

Intercessory Reflecting prayer requests
(T A LI & other prayer needs

Teens bible Bible study for teenagers
group

Home group Conversation, bible study
& prayer

g iV][\2:1.1.1/C-T- i Book club

(o] LR CE L 18 Studying the Old
bible group Testament

Discipleship Exploring the building
group blocks of Christian faith

Our second highlight was the return of the Parish Pilgrimage, an ancient Christian practice
that is still very meaningful today. Last year’s pilgrimage was in Northumbria and saw pilgrims
walking “in the footsteps of the Northern Saints”, followed by the recent pilgrimage to
Canterbury, and “beating the bounds” of our Parish just this last week.

Other new initiatives in 2025 provided a range of opportunities for spiritual development.



The third & final highlight is titled “Art & Ale” and celebrates the many ways in which both of
our church buildings serve the community, beyond the worship of God.

Our programme of visual art exhibitions, which started in 2024, got into its stride in 2025.
“The Cross” exhibition reflected on the significance of the cross as a Christian symbol,
and was followed later in the year by an exhibition of embroidery celebrating the skill &
dedication of Helene Lister Cheese

And then there was our first Parish Ale Festival — with specially brewed beer, music, dancing &
a talk about “Drunk monks” —what’s not to like!

And we continue to welcome local organisations who put on their own events in our churches

Holy Trinity hosts a range of well-being activities such as yoga, circle dancing, and sound
baths to name but three. The Parish Church hosted ten concerts and two talks in 2025,
including, for the first time, an author event run by Wantage Bookshop.
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“Please do hold the Parish in your
prayers, and please have courage to
listen to how God might be calling
you to get involved.”

Katherine
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As stated at the start —there’s much more to read about in the Annual Report — and everyone
will have their own highlights — everything that goes on in our life as a Parish is important and
valued.

Katherine, Frances & James thank you for your ministry to this Parish, your leadership,
organisation, encouragement, participation, and the general “we can do this” excitement you
have brought to everything that is happening.

I’ll stop now with a reminder of what Katherine said in her introduction to annual report —none
of this could happen without your contribution in participating or helping in some way.



